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Hey guys. I’m Amaya, one of your co-chairs for JAMUN 2020!
I’m a freshman in the Academy for the Advancement of Science
and Technology, and I started MUN in September. I, myself have
only been a delegate at one conference, but I staffed at BCA’s
own AMUN. I’m very excited to share this experience with you.
This is my first time being chair, and I’m sure it is many of your
first conferences. My advice is don’t be nervous and have fun!
This is a great opportunity for you to meet new people and try
new things. Not many kids can say they’ve represented and
debated with other countries over international matters.
I am a 15 year old from Bergenfield, and I love my family very
much. I’ve sung in choir and played the euphonium in band
since the fourth grade. I am from the Dominican Republic and I
love to cook. I can’t wait to take part in this great event with you
guys. If you have any questions or if you just want to talk, my
line is open, please don’t be afraid to email me!
Also as a chronic procrastinator outside, I strongly suggest
doing your research early. For my first conference I chose to
research the night before. Don’t do that to yourselves. Good
luck!

Christine Wallace
Faculty Advisor
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Hi! I’m Aminah, your AU co-chair! I’m a freshman in AAST
(Academy for the Advancement of Science and Technology). I’ve
been doing MUN since the beginning of this year, and have
attended 2 conferences. I attended FairMUNC and AMUN, and
had one of the best times there ever! Ever since my first
conference, my love for MUN has blossomed! I find it
fascinating how kids my age can debate real world problems,
and have fun doing it! I know that each of you are amazing
delegates, and I cannot wait to see how you all solve the issues
provided!
Now for a little about me! Despite being passionate about
science, I love art, listening to music (who else likes AJR and Fall
Out Boy, or any other similar band), and chai tea (yes I just
wrote tea tea). I’m from the town Bergenfield, and play/played
the clarinet, tenor saxophone, and the ukulele. I can’t wait to
meet you all, and good luck!
I know that this may be some of yours’ first conference, and
trust me when I say that you will have a blast!
If you have any questions about JAMUN, the AU, this topic, or
anything else, you can email me at amisar23@bergen.org.

Christine Wallace
Faculty Advisor
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INTRODUCTION
Animals such as the mountain gorilla,
Ethiopian wolf, and grevy’s zebra are all
becoming endangered. 1,000 mountain
gorillas are left in the world, there are only
2,000 grevy’s zebras left, and the population
for the black rhino has decreased around 97%
since 1960. The International Union for
Conservation of Nature stated that 20,000

TOPIC:
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

elephants were being killed yearly in 2013.
These animals are native to Africa, and must
be protected before they disappear forever.
These animals must be able to survive in their
own habitat. However, with the rise of
population in humans, the interactions
between humans and these endangered
animals have become a lot more stressed.
Humans and animals have to share resources
such as water, food, and land. Without
allowing the other to live, both humans and
wildlife have a hazy future. Despite the efforts
to keep wildlife contained, they come in
contact with humans, and the confrontations
can almost always end with either animals or
humans ending up with injuries.
Along with issues for resources, people have
been poaching, or killing these animals for
sport, or for the resources from the animals
themselves. Ivory from elephants’ trunks
have been used to make expensive statues in
the past. Rhino horns are believed to cure
fevers, cancer, and hangovers. All were
scientifically proven false.
The problems among these animals can be
caused by the struggling economies. Many
families rely on poaching to support
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themselves, either as food or for the money
from selling the endangered animals. Farmers
kill these animals to protect their crop, which
is how they support themselves.
All parts of the ecosystem works together,
and if one single animal becomes extinct, the
entire food chain is disrupted. These issues
must be fixed, before these animals become
extinct.

crops around these times. Many people who
depended on cattle as their lifestyles had to
relocate to find farmland.
UNESCO (United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization) has
declared many areas for conserving wildlife in

HISTORY OF THE ISSUE
The continent of Africa is the one with the
largest number of mammals than any other.
The wildlife in Africa has been celebrated and
loved since ancient times. This happens to
attract many hunters. This also raises the
conflict of the way locals interact with the
wildlife.
Back in 1887, Italy began sending expedition
forces to Africa, but with them were cattle.
Unfortunately, these cattle carried a disease
called rinderpest. These foreign cows
transmitted disease to African cattle. Efforts
were made to stop the spread, but they were
futile. This ultimately led to the death of the
majority of the cow population in Africa. The
disease spread so quickly, this was known as
one of the most destructive disasters ever.
The aftermath of this was very impactful to
the African people. The Tsetse fly is a fly that
lives in the bushes in Africa, and they can
carry deadly diseases. Without cattle to
munch on the vegetation, it grew
uncontrollably and affected the people. Now,
natives were struggling due to a lack of
domestic animals and meat, many diseases
circulating and there was a large decrease in
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Africa, but it is intrusive to locals who need
resources and space. Especially since people
used to own these lands and use them before
relocating. Strategies for wildlife
conservation used in other countries and
areas just are not as effective in this situation.
With a lack of domestic animals and many
people relocating, this allowed for wildlife to
take over. As hunting became a sport more
than a necessity in other countries, people
took an interest in African animals. American
president Theodore Rosevelt and his son
embarked on a year-long trip to Africa called
the Smithsonian-Roosevelt African
Expedition. During this expedition in 1909,
the former president hunted 512 species to
send back to the Smithsonian Museum. This
interested people in the African wildlife.

be enough resources and land for both. After
the rinderpest decreased the cow population,
people could no longer get enough food from
meat and had to move to other areas. Wildlife
took over, causing people from other areas to
take an interest in hunting these animals, and
now, many are endangered.

CURRENT SITUATION
Currently, many animals are facing possible
extinction or endangerment. Strained human
and wildlife interactions have led to the near
endangerment of lions. As they have started
to lose much of their habitats, they have been
forced to move closer to humans. This can
lead to attacks on humans and crops. As such,
humans have often resorted to killing these
lions, in an effort to protect themselves.

Many animals are also hunted for specific
body parts, like elephants’ ivory, or rhinos’
horns or zebras’ pelts. Elephant ivory has
been used for jewelry and engravings. Rhino
horns have been believed to cure cancer, or
fevers. This has scientifically been proven
untrue, but people have hunted and poached
these animals. Many are now in danger of
extinction.

Animals have faced habitat loss due to the
increase in population, agriculture,
settlements, and new roads. As more humans
are born, the increase in the need of land
increases. This land takes away from the
animals’ habitats. Along with a need for land,
the increase in human population requires
more food. People struggle with finding land
for agriculture, but one of the ways they get
land is by using the land around them.
Unfortunately, this means the habitats of
many animals. Habitat-loss is one of the
reasons for the endangerment of many
animals. Animals wandering too close to
farmland and villages as a result of this are
often harmed or killed by farmers. It’s
difficult for humans and wildlife to co-exist
and share resources.

In conclusion, humans, specifically
pastoralists, in Africa used to live
harmoniously with wildlife, and there would

Endangered animals are highly valued, not
just alive, but dead. People value the ivory
from elephants and the horns from rhinos.
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Body parts such as their horns, tusks, and
pelts are sold for a high price in the black
market. Poaching is the killing of animals
illegally. Poachers kill these animals for their
good. However, poaching is a source of
income for poachers, it is how they support
their families. Poachers either use the bush
meat, or they use the money from selling the
animals.
Groups such as the African Wildlife
Foundation have goals to save these animals.
They use education, land conservation to
protect the wildlife. Despite their efforts,
wildlife is still being poached.

Animals are losing their habitats because land
is used for agriculture, urbanization, and
infrastructure. Because of this, these animals
are forced to move closer to humans. Farmers
may kill the endangered animals for food or
because these animals pose a threat to their
crops.While countless parks were created to
protect the lives of wildlife have been
instituted into AU member nations, animals
are still being harmed, and it seems to have a
small effect on the rate of which these
animals are saved.

There are also wildlife trafficking groups,
where endangered animals are killed and sold
for high prices. AU countries are working to
remove these groups, however their efforts do
not seem to be effective enough.
African people and wildlife need to work
together to bring unity, so that humans
domesticity and wildlife can coexist. Without
working harder to protect both human and
wildlife, endangered animals will soon
become extinct, and the wonders of Africa
may no longer exist.

ISSUES TO ADDRESS
Many current conservation efforts rely on the
efforts of local communities to preserve the
wildlife in their areas. However, sometimes
they do not have the motivation to protect
them. Delegates must consider locals, and
how they are impacted in these situations.
The locals are the most affected humans in
these issues.

Conservation looks different in different
nations because each nation has different
environmental, political, economic and social
factors that affect their perspectives on the
same actions. Things that work in the U.S.
may not work in Africa, because the demand
for land and resources is greater there. When
proposing solutions, delegates should keep in
mind the unique factors that affect their
individual nations and also the nations of the
AU as a whole.
The ecosystems that are key factors to the
economy. Millions of dollars are from tea,
viewing of the wildlife, and legal hunting.
Delegates who consider applying limitations
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to these industries must consider the
economic loss associated with limitations and
likely compensate in some way.
Possible abuse from law enforcement and
placing fences, can restrict people, and
violate human rights.
At the current moment, much of the benefits
from conservation efforts are given to
government officials. Many local
communities are not receiving the benefits,
despite being the ones affected by the
problem. This harms the local communities
economically, forcing them to sometimes
harm the wildlife.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
General solutions should include a focus on
education. Not just educating the youth, but
educating locals on the benefits of allowing
wildlife to coincide along with humans.
Educating the population on how to protect
wildlife will also be beneficial.
Stronger laws voicing the problems will also
allow for a decline in the issue, along with
enforcing punishments. These laws should
protect humans along with wildlife. Many
poachers kill the animal to support their
families. By utilizing their knowledge and
skill sets, they can be used to help the
wildlife, and not harm. Tourism can be a great
source of revenue to fund projects to help the
animals. Foreign aid, UN support, and
infrastructure can also help. These can also
help the economy.

COUNTRY POSITIONS
ALGERIA
In Algeria, the rights of wildlife are not
directly stated. More laws clearly outlining
the rights of wildlife should be established.
Laws outlining the punishments to those who
harm endangered wildlife should also be
enforced.

CHAD
People in Chad rely on poaching to support
their families. Ways to to support the
economy should be found, to help the
poachers. Laws protecting the rights of
animals should be enforced.

ETHIOPIA
Many of the animals in Ethiopia are
endangered, and they only live in Ethiopia. As
humans are taking more of the land, these
animals are losing their habitats. In 2014,
only 40% of children who were enrolled in
school finished primary school. Focus on
education and other ways to find revenue
along with ways to protect the animals.

GHANA
Ghana has a lot of endangered birds. Illegal
poaching and illegal logging, or the act of
cutting trees are harming these endangered
animals. There is no strong legal enforcement
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towards this problem. Ghana should create
stricter laws, along with finding a solution to
combat the illegal poaching and logging.

IVORY COAST
The country has to deal with a huge wildlife
trafficking problem. There is a lack of funding
for the unit focusing on wildlife trafficking,
and the laws are not pushed enough. The
Ivory Coast must find a way to finance
problems and must enforce laws.

KENYA
Wildlife in Kenya is heavily protected.
However, this causes humans and wildlife to
have issues. Between crops, land, and actual
attacks there are a lot of problems between
animals and humans. Farmers have lost
thousands to wildlife harming crops. To solve
this issue between animals and wildlife,
Kenya must create a more beneficial program
for farmers to be reimbursed for their crop
loss. Wildlife must be kept separate from
humans, whilst not harming their rights.

LIBERIA
As one of the poorest countries in the world,
Liberia must work hard to protect the wildlife.
There is intense logging in the country.
Stricter laws should be enforced.

LIBYA
NGOs in Libya are facing infrastructure
problems along with legal issues and a lack of
supplies. The government must work
alongside these NGOs to create stricter laws
protecting wildlife.

MADAGASCAR
Work with local fishermen and the
government to use ocean resources to better
communities. Organizations like WWF are
working closely with the government to find
other solutions. Put limitations on usage of
rainforest trees and the trafficking of wildlife.

MOROCCO
Morocco must observe interactions between
humans and wildlife and raise awareness
within local areas. They must also reduce
poaching and limit deforestation.

NIGERIA
Incorporate the wildlife as an economyboosting aspect. It would be beneficial to find
a way to reduce crop-loss caused by wildlife.

SIERRA LEONE
Spread awareness and engage people in
wildlife conservation. Reduce cutting down
forests for agricultural lands.

SOMALIA
Somalia struggles a lot with its animals being
killed or sold illegally. Reducing trafficking of
animals and setting stricter poaching laws are
needed.
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SOUTH AFRICA
In South Africa there is a big problem with the
spread of disease through wildlife. There is
also a lack of willingness to partake in
conservation efforts. Raising awareness and
educating is an important step.

ZIMBABWE
Zimbabwe has a large problem with illegal
poaching due to lack of security. Fences are
being erected to reduce human-wildlife
interaction.

KEY QUESTIONS
How are human-wildlife interactions and
poaching affecting the wildlife in your
country? If your country is not directly
impacted by these issues, how can
countries whom your country is allied
with be affected by these issues? How can
that in turn affect you?
What are the main reasons for the
harming of wildlife? How can these issues
be solved?
What resources do you need to find
solutions to these problems? How can
they be obtained?
How can the solutions be financed? How
can local communities be given the
proper funding?
How can the history of this issue be used
to prevent or help remove the issue in the
future?
How can you give locals the motivation to
protect the wildlife?
Due to the efforts used in conservation,
what methods can be used to support the
economy?

Some people poach wildlife for survival.
They either need the money or food for
their families. How can the United
Nations prevent the poaching of wildlife
while also supporting people who need
the additional income?
Humans are being injured due to wildlife.
How can both humans and wildlife be
protected, without harming the other?

SOURCES
https://www.awf.org/wildlifeconservation
https://www.worldwildlife.org/
https://www.worldanimalprotection.org/
https://e360.yale.edu/
https://www.iied.org/
https://www.thoughtco.com/
http://www.takepart.com/
https://issafrica.org/
https://www.fauna-flora.org/
https://www.birdlife.org/africa
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/elephan
ts-africa-poaching-problem/11367/
https://campaign.awf.org/poachinginfographic/
https://africanpeoplewildlife.org/
https://api.worldanimalprotection.org/#
https://www.worldwildlife.org/places/mad
agascar
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/
iss4/art7/
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