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Chairs: 
Hi delegates! 
     Welcome to AMUN XXIV! My name is Drea Chakravorty (she/her) and I am so excited to be chairing
for all of you! I’m a junior at BCA (The Bergen County Academies, though you probably know that
already considering you’re attending AMUN, which is a big win), and I am a part of the Academy for
Business and Finance. This doesn’t mean I’m a scary finance lady, don’t worry. Those people scare me on
a spiritual level.
     I’ve been doing Model UN since freshman year. My first conference was a big one, but because I am
extremely awkward and there were 80 people, I said three words during the entire conference. And it was
three days. One word a day. Not the greatest start, I will admit. So I know how daunting it is to talk about
your research and your solutions — even just talking to people in general is scary as heck. And that’s
okay! That’s why we’re here, so we can overcome that fear (if you have it), meet new people, and
experience things we can’t experience anywhere else. Look at me now, I’m chairing! And this is my third
time! I’ve been on the Secretariat for a conference too! I haven’t won many awards, but I’m proud of my
progress at Model UN and the club is something I hold very dear to my heart.
     As for me outside of Model UN, I’m an avid watcher of anime, which led to me trying to learn
Japanese. I have an intermediate certificate in it (The JLPT N3 if we’re getting specific) and I am working
on getting my professional one. I also play a lot of rhythm games! Not Osu, I play the mobile gacha ones.
If you’ve heard of Love Live, Project Sekai, Ensemble Stars, or Idolish7, you are my friend instantly. I also
used to play Genshin (I even run a Genshin server on discord!) You can contact me after the conference
and we can be friends! Aside from anime, I also play piano — I’m working on composing my fourth
original song — and I like to write too! I write short stories mainly, though I also write fanfiction. 
     That’s about it! If you need me, you can email me at drecha24@bergen.org. I can’t wait to meet all of
you! I hope you find this topic as interesting as we did, and I can’t wait to see the chaos you all will cook
up!

Drea Chakravorty - drecha24@bergen.org

Dear delegates, 
Welcome to AMUN XXIV!
     I’m Alex (they/them) and I’m your fourth and final chair for this JCC. Kudos to you if you’ve made it
this far in the chair letters. I’m pumped to meet and chair for all of you this AMUN. Currently, I’m a
junior at BCA in the Academy for the Advancement of Science and Technology (AAST). We are the BEST
academy at BCA and don’t let ANYBODY (business) tell you otherwise. (AAST hosts the best parties.)
     I’ve technically been a part of Model UN since freshman year, but I only started truly participating
last year, as a sophomore. Virtual school made it hard to be interested and invested in a community that
you engaged with for less than an hour per week. I made exactly zero friends. But, come sophomore
year, I finally got to meet with and fall in love with our BCA MUN community. When I tell you that
you’ll meet some of the smartest, funniest, most charismatic, most enjoyable people of your high school
career here, in MUN, I mean it. Conferences are grueling, public speaking is hard, but the people truly
make it worth it; no matter how cheesy that sounds. Make the most of your years in MUN Club – be
outspoken, take risks, engage with people – you won’t regret it, I promise. 
Outside of MUN Club, I’m a nerd exclusively in two subjects: Ancient Roman history, so feel free to
throw your favorite history facts at me, and heavy metal music with all its wonderful, nit-picky
subgenres. As of my writing this, my favorite bands are Judas Priest, Rammstein, and Gojira. I also play
tennis competitively and love to watch it. 
     I hope you guys enjoy this topic and the conference as a whole. I’ve never heard of the Football War
before, and I’m sure many of you haven’t either. Or maybe I just live under a rock. Regardless, I hope
you all take this topic in stride and put in maximum effort, even if you’re unsure of your goals. Besides,
it’s Crisis! Go crazy! And enjoy your time here at AMUN XXIV. 
     Dear delegates, I wish you all the very best of luck!

Sincerely, 
Alex Notkin - alenot24@bergen.org
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Welcome to the Football Wars JCC
Committee! During this committee, you can
act two ways: publicly or privately. We will
be going over what each method of action
entails in the following paragraph.

A delegate may act “publicly” through giving
speeches, collaborating with other delegates
during unmoderated caucuses, and by
writing directives. Directives are similar to
the resolutions you would find in a GA
committee, only they are shorter and focused
on changing the (ever-changing) situation at
hand. Directives can be broad, such as a
solution to a problem, or they may be short
and simple, such as making a specific
character do a specific action. To pass a
directive, it must be presented and voted on
by the delegates. For this committee, we will
require at least two delegates to sponsor a
directive, and they will be passed through a
simple majority.

As for private actions, delegates can send
crisis notes. These notes can be written by
multiple delegates (with a maximum of
three), but you can send them for yourself as
well. These notes will not be read publicly
but will influence crisis updates at the
Backroom’s discretion, so these notes are a
great way of acquiring protection for yourself
or doing other things to further your goals.

A note on historical inaccuracies: as this
committee starts before the conflict, the
decisions of you, the delegates, will delegate
how the conflict plays out in our simulation.
You do not have to follow what happened in
history; rather, we encourage you to deviate 
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from it. The only historical events fixed hard
and fast are those occurring before June 8th
1969.

Each delegate should research their
character and their position before the
committee. Your perception of the character
need not be historically accurate; if you don’t
know hard and fast how your character
would act in a certain situation, we
encourage you to use your imagination. This
Topic Guide will serve as a starting point for
your research. We have provided a list of
sources for further reading in the
bibliography. However, you do not have to
just stick to the provided resources, and you
should research more in depth by yourself.

Regarding prewriting: prewriting crisis
notes or directives will not be tolerated no
matter the circumstance. Any delegate that
is found to be prewriting will not be
considered for an award. However, creating
a crisis arc before the committee is not
considered prewriting, and we highly
encourage you to do so in order to enhance
your experience at AMUN. It will give you a
sense of direction of how you want the
committee to proceed, as well as extra
confidence.

But most importantly, you should have fun!
Some of the joys of Model UN come from
meeting like-minded people in your fellow
delegates, as well as creating a creative crisis
arc that may or may not cause chaos. Some
of you are aiming for an award,
understandably so, but the main aspect of
Model UN isn’t the award, it's the

 experience. And we highly encourage you to
make the most out of your AMUN experience
to cause the sort of chaos you want to see, as
well as make some new friends! More
information on AMUN Policies for Crisis
Committees can be found in our “Guide to
Crisis,” which can be found in our conference
policies section of our website. 

NOTICE: The first day of committee will
consist of the time building up to the Soccer
Wars while the second day of committee will
consist of the Soccer Wars tournaments and
aftermath.
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In the 70 or so years leading up to the aptly
dubbed “Football War”, otherwise known as
the “100 Hour War”, the country of El
Salvador became no stranger to political
unrest and upheaval. Beginning with the
military “Revolution of 44” of 1894, through
the authoritarian and exploitative Meléndez-
Quiñónez dynasty, to the peasant revolt of
1932 known as “La Matanza”, the lower
classes of El Salvador suffered greatly (11). 

For over a century, El Salvador’s economy
depended on the production of the coffee
cash crop. Prior to the stock market crash of
1929 and the beginning of  La Mantanza,
coffee made up well over 50% of El Salvador’s
exports. As with all cash crops, it was an
incredibly lucrative business for El Salvador’s
elite. Much of El Salvador’s population
worked for meager wages on the plantations,
or ‘hectares’, that grew the coffee beans,
including many indigenous minorities. Those
working on the hectares did so because they
could not support themselves as private
farmers, too poor to own land. Such was the
predicament for a staggering majority.
Conversely, the ‘elite’ were an oligarchic

Topic History

Soccer
Wars:
 El Salvador

(3)
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 collection of fourteen families (“La
Catorce”) who owned almost 90% of the
privatized land and profited greatly off
underpaid labor. Theoretically, private
landowners must pay taxes to a people’s
government, however the landowners were
the government, and corruption ran abound.
A middle class was simply non-existent (2).
(3) 

El Salvador is a small country with an area of
1824 square miles, yet with a population of 3
million residents in 1963 (7),  it was
incredibly densely populated. Of course,
overpopulation only really affected the poor,
thousands of whom could neither find work
in hectares nor in their own private lands.
By 1969, approximately 300,000 peasants,
(between 7 and 11% of El Salvador’s
population) migrated to the neighboring
country of Honduras. Five times bigger than
El Salvador and with a population of 2.8
million in 1963 (8), Honduras seemed fit to
accommodate the influx of illegal
immigrants looking for work. Soon enough,
the Salvadoran immigrants were absorbed
into the Honduran workforce (4). 

However, Honduras was experiencing its
own political and economic troubles at the
time. President Oswaldo Lopez Arellano
illegally seized power in a 1963 coup against
progressive modernizer President Ramon
Villeda Morales. Villeda Morales was
accused of Communist sympathies for his
welfare benefits and labor code reforms by
traditionally powerful Honduran leaders -
the military and the upper classes (12).
Villeda Morales also had plans to fight

 against the exploitative actions of the
American “United Fruit Company,” which
profited off the trade of bananas exported
from Honduras in much the same way La
Catorce profited off coffee bean hectares:
Honduran bureaucrats seized communal
Honduran land from villages and
communities due to lack of documentation.
One of the few ways to regain it was to make
long-term work contracts with the Honduran
government, and sometimes, the United Fruit
Company itself. The contracts permitted
workers to grow bananas almost exclusively.
This left little land, and even less once certain
banana-centric diseases contaminated the
land, for rural workers to grow the food they
couldn’t afford with their meager income (6).
As a result of the mass export of bananas and
a lack of diversity within crops/exports,
Honduras’s economy was taking serious hits,
but instead of continuing the efforts of Villedo
Morales, Lopez Arellano chose to blame the
Salvadoran immigrants for the suffering
economy. 

(10)
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Agrarian reforms that limited the rights and
opportunities for Salvadoran immigrants to
work, (1) efforts by the Honduran
government to spread anti-Salvadoran
sentiment, and the forced deportation of
over a third of the settled immigrants
created extreme tensions between the two
nations, and more importantly, between the
lower classes. Overpopulation became a
problem once again in El Salvador as
immigrants were mistreated and deported
and the lower classes of El Salvador were
angered by the cruelty of the lower classes of
Honduras. Unfortunately, those who were
truly responsible for these tensions went
unpunished and remained in power (4). 

Current Situation
This committee takes place just before the
start of the 1969 World Cup Qualifiers, where
both El Salvador and Honduras are slated to
play. 75 teams entered the qualifiers,
competing for 14 spots. Host country Mexico
and defending champion England had
qualified automatically (13). 

 Why is football so important, you ask? It can
be played easily anywhere, unlike sports
such as skiing, so countries, regardless of
their GDP or position on the globe, can enjoy
the sport. Because of this universality,
football is an important part of the global
sports entertainment industry, and the
World Cup is the most watched sports event
of all time. Countries that can put together a
good team can rake in millions, and there is
an abundance of talent to choose from.  

Because of the ease of play, it quickly became
culturally important as well, and El Salvador
is passionate about winning (9).

El Salvador is struggling. Land owners are
pushing for action against returning
campesinos, and newspapers are posting
about persecution, murder, and even rape
committed by the migrants. Tensions
between El Salvador and Honduras are rising,
and in the middle of it all, the World Cup
starts. As Richard Otero, a Mexican journalist,
notes, “...there was this coincidence of three
games to qualify for the 1970 World Cup. It
didn't help. Football here [in Latin America] is
very, very passionate - for good and for bad.”
(5)
 

(5)
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The El Salvador team felt that they had a
“patriotic duty to win,” as El Salvador
football star Mauricio “Pipo” Rodriguez put
it. Losing against Honduras, after the
injustices the country had perpetrated to the
El Salvadorians, would have blemished the
football team’s honor (5).

What will happen as the whistle blows on
the playing field and the two teams start
their first qualifier? That, delegates, is for
you to find out.

Committee Roles
Note: Characters marked with an asterisk (*)
before their names are fictional. Therefore
you will have a broader scope of research
and you will have to decide what actions
your character will want to take.

Government and Media

Julio Adalberto Rivera Carballo (Former
President of El Salvador 1962 - 1967)
Part of the conservative National
Conciliation Party, Rivera orchestrated and
participated in a 1961 overthrow of El
Slavador’s Junta Government. Elected in
1962, after the tenure of the Civic-Military
Directory, Rivera made largely positive
contributions to El Salvador’s lower classes.
He founded the intelligence agency later
known as the ANSESAL (National Security
Agency of El Salvador) which was closely
connected to the formation of “death
squads'' as well as other military units which
would later be used as part of the military in
1969 as part of the Football War conflict. The

 ANSESAL also served other intelligence and
military functions. Rivera’s presidential
tenure ends peacefully and he moves on to
become the Ambassador to the U.S, but he
remains an influential force in Salvadoran
politics as well as a member of its military. 

Fidel Sánchez Hernández (President of El
Salvador 1967-1972)
Another member of the National Conciliation
Party, Hernandez won a fair electoral victory
against the emerging Christian Democratic
Party and its candidate Abraham Rodríguez
Portillo. He continues Rivera’s progressive
reforms and destabilizes the power of La
Catorce. During his tenure, many of the
Salvadoran immigrants to Honduras return
en masse due to Honduran legal reforms and
social agitation against them. This disrupts
Salvador’s already fragile economy and
escalates the overpopulation and
unemployment problems. Hernandez and his
(largely civilian) cabinet work in tandem with
the media to antagonize Honduran residents
and leadership in the eyes of Salvadoran
citizens. His sway over media and
propaganda was a major aspect of his tenure
as president. In the coming military conflict
between the two countries, Hernandez is to
lead the Salvadoran invasion into Honduras. 

*Concepción Ortíz: Activist on behalf of the
poor migrants
Concepción is a Salvadoran activist. Born into
a rich family, he decided to become an
activist when he befriended Alonso Rasgado,
a poor farmer just making ends meet. When
the two of them were twenty, Alonso
migrated to Honduras. Concepción never 



Page  10 | JCC Topic Guide

heard from him again, but a few years later,
when he heard about the evictions, he was
enraged. So he went against what his family
said and decided to start protesting. He is
just starting out but has many family funds
to use. He is acquaintances with Eduardo
Escobar and has met Fidel Sanchez
Hernandez in the past, plus he is well
educated, so he thinks that within a few
years he’ll be able to make a name for
himself.

*Eduardo Escobar: Salvadoran reporter
Eduardo is a prominent Salvadoran reporter
who regularly publishes articles in
newspapers. His eloquent prose and
seemingly endless knowledge makes him a
cherished figure. He is reporting the World
Cup for all the poor farmers who do not have
the money for a television. His opinion
changes as the situation changes, so he is
generally regarded as a wildcard. He is well
educated and is affiliated with his
newspaper station. As he is a well-loved
person, he has no doubt that he will be able
to reach out to anybody whenever he needs
them and they will respond in turn. He was
born lower class, but was one of the rare
people who moved up the social ladder. He
is even rarer in the fact that he didn’t let it
get to his head. (Well, he let it a little. He’s
very boisterous and a passionate author, and
he indulges himself more often than he
should. But he insists that he is always
looking out for his lower class brethren).

The Army

Hector Ramos and Ricardo Varela

Hector and Ricardo are childhood friends.
They grew up in the same neighborhood and
have been inseparable. Their shared dream
was to serve their country together, so they
joined the military as infantrymen. Hector
wields a rifle while Ricardo is skilled with a
bazooka. They have been on site for many
protests to help quell them, and thus bear a
deep hatred towards Honduras. However,
Hector wants to go to war while Ricardo
wants to resolve the issue peacefully. Ricardo
worries that Hector will get killed if they go to
war, and as such, is willing to go to any length
possible to keep Hector from the action.

Hector Ramos
Hector is an infantryman of the El Salvadoran
army. He dreamt of joining the army from age
7 along with his childhood friend Ricardo,
with whom he grew up in an upper class
neighborhood. His most favored weapon is a
rifle. He has been on site for many protests by
migrant workers against the Honduras
evictions, and thus despises Honduras. He
believes that the best way to settle the issue is
by going to war. He knows Jose Alberto
Medrano personally, so he plans on
approaching the man after the World Cup.

Ricardo Varela
Ricardo is an infantryman in the El
Salvadoran army. Along with his childhood
friend Hector, he has aspired to join the army
since age 7. He grew up in an upper class
neighborhood and was born into a family of
military men. It was expected of him to join
the military, so he went to a military school.
As such, he is skilled at all types of fighting
(and was even hired as a bodyguard by a 
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noble lady at one point) but he most likes
using a bazooka. However, he is very much a
pacifist and does not want to go to war
despite witnessing the same protests as
Hector. He is shocked that Hector wants to
go to war and will do anything to prevent the
war. 

Jose Alberto Medrano
A high-ranking member of the Salvadoran
military, Medrano is the head of two
government agencies formed by Former
President Rivera Caraballo, ANSESAL and
ORDEN. As a general, he also wields control
over a significant portion of the Salvadoran
army. At Medrano’s disposal are hundreds of
young officers, fiercely loyal to their country
and their people, as well as to their anti-
communist convictions. Medrano has set his
sights on the presidential post and intends to
use the coming military conflict and
economic turmoil to his advantage. 

The Football Team

Mauricio “Pipo” Rodríguez
The phrase, “shot heard ‘round the world”
has often been applied to sports, and it is
certainly fitting in Pipo’s case. Mauricio
“Pipo” Rodriguez is a talented, young right
winger who has previously represented El
Salvador at the Summer Olympics of 1968
held Mexico City, Mexico. Caught in a
conflict he could have never predicted, Pipo
becomes a target for bitter Honduran
football fans to point their anger towards.
But negative media attention is the least of
his worries when his and his teammates’
lives are endangered by the conflict with

 much deeper roots than just football rivalry. 

Gregorio Bundio
Though he was born in Argentina, Gregorio
Bundio is fiercely committed to the
Salvadoran team and is dead-set on getting
them to the World Cup. He pushes his
talented players to the limit, even when
unrelenting harassment from Honduran
locals drains the team and renders them
incapable of winning the game. Bundio has a
large hand in the short propaganda campaign
that profited off the suicide of young fan
Amelia Bolanas. He fuels the fire of hatred
against Honduras amongst his own team and
its avid fans. At the end of the day however,
Bundio wishes for victory on the football
field, not on the battlefield. 

Residents

*Lucho Luque: Rich El Salvadoran Land
Owner #1
Lucho is a belligerent young man who was
born into wealth — his father was an
enterprising landowner and his mother was a
musician. The family has a lot of generational
wealth that Lucho continues to add on to. He
married another rich lady named Bonita; she
was grown up pampered in a family of rich
landowners, so she never had to do anything,
which is fine with Lucho because as long as
she sits still and looks pretty he’s happy. She
has connections to the wives of the owners of
TV stations and newspaper companies,
making her influential nonetheless. The
couple has two children, both being sons.
They are twins aged 21 who are attending
college. Lucho has a tall build and a resting
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 stern face. In today’s world, he’d be called a
misogynist, but in the world of 1969 El
Salvaor, he was respected. He is good friends
with Santiago Sáenz, a budding
entrepreneur, because he believes that if he
grows close to the man, he may be able to
get some luxury items for free through
favors. He calls this “working smarter, not
harder” and applies this philosophy to
everything he does. Lucho owns ten plots of
land, each producing enormous amounts of
produce. The effect of this is that he has to
hire many workers, but he makes enough
profit to not notice. As such, he couldn’t care
less about the migrant worker situation, he
just cares about if his land will be rendered
unproductive or not, as well as his social
status.

*Santiago Sáenz: Rich El Salvadoran Land
Owner #2
Santiago is the son of an entrepreneur who
made it big by selling a novel cleaning
product. Santiago is extremely sheltered, has
little awareness for the emotions of others,
and has a bit of a reputation among the Land
Owners. However, his land plots are lush
and produce many crops. He doesn’t own
many land plots (only two) compared to
other land owners, but his lands are
extremely fertile and he sustains himself
further with saved family funds. He runs
multiple businesses on the side but so far
none have taken off. He is good friends with
Lucho Luque, admiring his demeanor and
striving to be like him. 

*Andrés Ruiz: Poor El Salvadoran Migrant #1 
Andrés is a migrant farmer. He tried to get a

 job that would bring him more money, but
was rejected from every place he applied. He
was one of the people that migrated to
Honduras, seeking new opportunities with his
wife and seven-year-old child; during the
eviction, unfortunately, his child contracted
typhoid fever and passed away. Andrés,
overcome by grief and anger, has decided to
contact budding activist Concepción to ask to
help him further his cause. He believes that
the public will support him if he shares his
story. If not, he plans on asking the president
to sneak into Honduras’s government and
become a spy. He does not know how he
would do so however, so that’s his last-resort
plan. He also knows how to read and write, so
he is thinking of writing for the newspaper or
publishing a book.

*Alonso Rasgado: Poor El Salvadoran Migrant
#2 
Alonso is a migrant farmer. As a child he
wanted to become a football star, but hurt his
leg while playing with his friends, which
resulted in him having a permanent limp. So
he turned to farming with his family. He met
his best friend Concepción on one of the
farms he worked on, which also happened to
be his last farm in El Salvador. As of now,
after being evicted from Honduras, Alfonso
has not been able to find work and lives in a
shoddy apartment building. He does not have
a family. He has reconnected with
Concepción and is planning on applying to
work on Lucho’s farms, as Lucho has many
farms and doesn’t care who works there as
long as they get stuff done. He is also thinking
of starting a football club after meeting a
football fanatic, Ana Gonzalez. He writes
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regularly to Ricardo Varela; he worked on
the other man’s farm once, and when they
were young, they didn’t realize their social
standings were different and had become
friends.

*Ana González: Salvadoran football fan
Ana is a talented football player, and she
would have aimed for El Salvador’s national
team if she weren’t a girl. She runs a
carniceria, a meat shop in El Salvador, and is
especially skilled with a knife. She does not
particularly care what happens, as long as
her shop doesn’t go under. If it grows, all the
better. But she will defend her shop with her
life. Being a football player, she’s a die-hard
fan of the National team, and she is hosting
many watching parties in her shop, where
she has a small TV. If El Salvador loses she’s
going to riot. That’s a joke- unless?

Rafael Romero: Salvadoran football fan
Rafael is a high-school student living in a
relatively rich neighborhood. His parents
are landowners but they aren't as wealthy as
their neighbors, such as Lucho Luque.
Because they aren’t as wealthy, he was sent
to a normal school instead of a rich
institution or homeschooling. It was there
that he encountered football and his current
friend group, and they want to be on the El
Salvador national team one day. He believes
the 1970 World Cup to be a matter of
national prestige, and he and his friend
group have already decided to stage protests
if El Salvador loses. Initially it wasn’t for
political reasons, as Rafael is a high school
student and didn’t think he had much of a
use for politics, but after actually attending a

Is there any way for the migrants to be
housed without arousing the anger of El
Salvador or Honduras?
How will you deal with the backlash from
your country should your country lose the
qualifier matches?
Is the creation of a middle class in El
Salvador possible? Why or why not?
Is the currently existing legislature
adequate for protecting the rights of the
poor El Salvadoran population? What
rights are being violated and how will you
fix that?
What sway do you have over your local
community, rich or poor, and how will
you use that influence to your advantage? 
Do you seek a better social standing and
influence or do you think you have the
nation’s best interests at heart? 
What would you sacrifice for football
glory?

protest and learning about the evictions,
Rafael changed into an extremely passionate
advocate against the Honduras government.
He is the president of the debate club at his
school, and is thinking of starting a student
coalition to protest against the evictions. He
isn’t above using underhanded ways to get an
edge over his opponents. His friends include
Eustaquio Carabello, another anti-Honduras
advocate with much more generational
wealth than Rafael, and Mireia Gato, a
charming girl confident in her powers to
seduce anybody.

Questions to Consider
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