


Hello delegates!

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to
AMUN XXIV! My name is Vidhi Bansal and I
am a sophomore in the Academy for Medical
Science Technology at BCA. I am very
excited and honored to be one of your co-
chairs for the African Union committee!

Since I joined the Model UN club in
freshman year, I have had the opportunity to
research and write about interesting topics
and learn so much from other talented
delegates. MUN helped me gain confidence
with communicating my ideas and allowed
me to practice public speaking in a fun and
welcoming environment. Besides MUN, I
also really enjoy reading, baking, spending
time with family and friends, and listening
to music.

Improving access to vaccination and digital
extremism are both multifaceted topics with
many points to address, so I’m looking
forward to hearing all of your amazing ideas
and speeches. I hope that all of you make
new friends, learn new things from the other
delegates, and leave this committee as better
debaters and MUN delegates. I can’t wait to
see you all at the conference, so if you have
any questions about the committee or the
topics, feel free to reach out to me at
vidban25@bergen.org. 

Best of luck,
Vidhi Bansal, Co-Chair, AU
vidban25@bergen.org 

Hello, delegates!

My name is Sai Charmitha Yelampalli, and I will be
your co-chair for AMUN XXIV! I’m very excited to be
doing this, as I always love to see the debate and
conversations that take place during AMUN
conferences and I’m so excited to see what work the AU
delegates this year will be doing during the conference. 

I myself have been involved in MUN since 8th grade,
and I can say without a doubt that this has been one of
the best experiences in my entire high school career.
The friends I made, lessons I learned, and fun times
I’ve had are something that I will never forget, and
something that will always stay with me and continue
to shape me into the person I will become. This is
especially true for the BCA MUN team, which is a little
family of people who I will always remember.

Outside of MUN, I am in the Academy for the
Advancement of Science and Technology, and am an
avid student who is very interested in all things biology
and research, and how this discipline will affect the
larger world and the public policy that affects so many
people around the world. I hope to pursue a career in
medicine or public health policy, as this is something I
have always been passionate about. Other than that,
I’m also a huge history and music nerd, and one of my
favorite things to do in my free time is to collect and
listen to vinyls.

Once again, I’m so excited for the opportunity to be one
of your chairs, and I look forward to seeing all of you at
AMUN XXIV! If you have any questions, please feel free
to reach out to either of your chairs – we’re here to
help.

Good luck!
Sai Charmitha Yelampalli, Co-chair, AU
saiyel23@bergen.org
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Topic A:
Access to Vaccines in

Africa

Access to quality health care is a globally
recognized human right, as well as the basis for
the United Nation’s Third Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG), and many people
have fought to ensure all have this necessity.
The African continent, in prior years, has had
many uncontrolled outbreaks, and the issue lies
not only with the spreading of the disease, but
the lack of prevention of it. Both in urban and
rural areas, there has been much suffering due
to a lack of prevention, and action must be
taken in order to advance healthcare across the
African continent.

Despite increasing global vaccination coverage
and uptake, African countries are still lagging
behind, with approximately 1 in 5 children not
receiving all necessary and basic vaccines.
Vaccination has helped eliminate and control
life threatening diseases such as malaria, HIV,
and tuberculosis, making it a vital issue to
address in order for African nations to meet this
SDG. Getting the majority of vaccines from
foreign aid and deeply-rooted distrust of the
healthcare field are only some of the problems
this continent faces in improving access to
vaccination. In this committee, delegates must
work together to create a sustainable plan to
improve access to vaccines that addresses
vaccine hesitation, vaccine supply, political
instabilities disrupting vaccination programs,
distance and geographical location, and
economic factors. They will acknowledge the
unique challenges and traits of the region and
work with and around cultural norms and
barriers.

Introduction
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Conspiracy theories and distrust of Western
medicine also run rampant. Some fears “have
roots in colonialism, oppression, and
exploitation,” especially after trials in which
African countries have been on the receiving
end of unethical medical practices [7]. For
example, in 2009, Pfizer reached an out-of-
court settlement over a controversial
meningitis drug trial in Kano State in the
1990s. 11 children died, and others were
paralyzed. The company argued the deaths
were due to meningitis, not the drug, but
parents said they had not given informed
consent [7]. In South Africa, HIV vaccine
trials in the mid-2000s wrapped up hastily
after authorities discovered that not only was
the drug powerless against infection, it
potentially made those who took it vulnerable
[7]. 

Misinformation can be spread through
rumors, such as gossip in Nigeria that vaccine
shots make people infertile, but it can also be
politician-backed. For example, Nigeria’s
polio vaccine boycott in 2003 was able to last a
whole year due not just to low literacy levels
and conservative Islamic principles, but also
because it was supported by politicians [7].
With access to social media, top politicians,
including a sitting Nigerian governor and a
top South African judge, have spread
conspiracies as well to benefit their own
political campaigns.

In recent years however, more action is being
taken when trying to spread vaccines to those
in Africa. 
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The discovery and development of vaccines
is one of the greatest public health
achievements of the last few centuries,
allowing diseases such as polio, measles,
and diphtheria to be eradicated. However,
from the start of that success, there has also
been resistance. 

One of the larger outbreaks within the
African continent was the smallpox
epidemic. Due to the lack of intervention,
there have been numerous epidemics
starting from the 1680s all the way to the
19th century throughout the African West
coast [3]. During this period, the smallpox
outbreak affected tens of thousands of
families and lives, and no action was taken.
The first vaccine to begin to counter
smallpox was made by Edward Jenner in
1796, but it wasn’t introduced in Africa until
1902 during colonial rule, illustrating the
extent of inequality on the global scale [3]. It
was also during this time that the World
Health Organization (WHO) launched a
global collaborative effort to eradicate
smallpox and control measles in West and
Central Africa. With technical and financial
assistance, 20 African nations were able to
start a “coordinated campaign of mass
vaccination, assessment, surveillance, and
maintenance activities,” leading to the last
case of smallpox in Africa in 1970 [19]. 

History of the Issue: 



Following the introduction of the Rotavirus
vaccine–used to protect against rotavirus
infections that are the leading cause of
severe diarrhea in children–in 2012 in
Rwanda, the acute gastroenteritis (a disease
causing diarrhea) hospital admissions fell by
almost 50% in children younger than five
years old [18]. This is only one example of
improvement. 

The Global Vaccine Action Plan (GVAP) was
developed from 2011 to 2020 by WHO and
UNICEF as a framework to improve
immunization programmes and distribute
vaccines in a more equitable manner [18].
GVAP allowed the African region to set new
objectives and make strategic adjustments
such as moving from a summy-driven to a
demand-driven community immunization
approach [20]. Furthermore, In February of
2016, there was a conference led by the
WHO and the East Mediterranean Regional
Offices, together with the African Union
Commission, aimed at sensitizing African
political leaders on the benefits of
immunization and their role in achieving the
global and regional targets [18].

Current Situation:
When put into numbers, the seriousness of
the issue becomes even more obvious.
Approximately 1 in 5 African children do not
receive all the necessary and basic vaccines.
As a result, more than 30 million children
under five still suffer from vaccine-
preventable diseases (VPDs) every year in
Africa. Consequently, over half a million
children die from VPDs annually –
representing approximately 58% of global
VPD-related deaths [16]. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed Africa’s
vulnerabilities in ensuring access to vital
drugs, vaccines, and health technologies.
Approximately 1.2 billion Africans have not
received a single dose of the COVID-19
vaccine (as of January, 2022, and at the
current rate, the poorest countries in Africa
may not be vaccinated until 2023 [21]. One
factor contributing to this is vaccine supply.
Before COVID-19, Africa produced less than
1% of the vaccines it consumed, importing
over 99% from manufacturers in Europe,
U.S., and Asia, even though it consumed over
25% of global vaccines [21]. Africa’s COVID-19
vaccines that are being secured through
African Union deals, COVAX–a worldwide
initiative aimed at equitable access to COVID-
19 vaccines–and bilateral agreements, are
also less likely to be mRNA vaccines and more
likely to be less effective lower-cost versions.

Besides vaccine supply, a myriad of other
issues is also responsible for limiting vaccine
rollout, including “vaccine disinformation,
vaccine hesitancy, and logistical challenges
such as securing enough syringes,” and
maintaining a cold chain [2]. A cold chain is a
series of refrigerated production, storage, and
distribution activities that helps maintain a
vaccine’s potency. This is especially
problematic when delivering vaccines to
hard-to-reach rural areas where the electricity
supply is not regularly available. In addition,
some also believe that previous infection can
protect against future infection, which isn’t
completely true for most variants.
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In addition to producing the new issue of
COVID-19 vaccines, the pandemic is also
widening gaps in routine immunization that
already existed in Africa. In 2020, around 7.7
million African children missed out on vital
doses of DTP3, Measles, and Polio vaccines
[11]. Between January 2020 and April 2021,
eight African countries reported major
measles outbreaks affecting tens of
thousands of children, largely due to low
routine immunization coverage or delayed
vaccination campaigns [11].

The immunization system relies on
functioning health facilities and stable
communities in order to be effective. The
rise in missed vaccinations was driven by
disruptions to health services–due to COVID
restrictions and shutdowns–that are likely to
increase mortality, leaving women and
children particularly vulnerable. The WHO
even recommended the suspension of mass
immunization campaigns to prevent the
worsening of community transmission of
COVID-19, which could have an immediate
effect on immunization coverage, especially
in rural and underserved communities.

Even if vaccination programs were running
smoothly with a steady supply, more than half
of the African population lives in rural areas
without access to vaccines. People in rural
areas struggle to get vaccinated because of a
lack of transportation to cities where
vaccination sites are clustered. Many people
don’t get vaccinated because of a lack of
knowledge, misconceptions, financial
deprivation, distrust of medical systems,
inconvenient time, occupation, seasonal farm
work, and language barriers. Health system
barriers include inadequate infrastructures
and cold chain maintenance, distance, and
poor coordination. 

Significant progress has been made. In 2014,
86% of children were immunized against
diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis, compared
to less than 5% in 1974 [15]. There have been
extraordinary advances in the number and
kinds of vaccines that are available. African
political leaders have committed to invest in
the continent’s capacity to develop and
produce its own vaccines. The continent is
also partnering with various organizations
such as UNICEF in order to help reach their
goal of ensuring safety through vaccination to
the people of Africa.



Country Policy:
 

Western Africa:
West African countries have received the
majority of their COVID-19 vaccine supply
through the multilateral rollouts of the
Advance Market Commitment (AMC), as
well as other, mainly bilateral, partnerships
[9]. The AMC was created by the COVAX
Facility with the goal of providing middle-
and low-income countries with 1.3 billion
doses by the end of 2021, but faced multiple
challenges. Both bi- and multilateral vaccine
rollouts have so far lacked sufficient support
strategies to address issues of poor transport
and health infrastructure, as well as
insufficient monitoring and tracing
capacities. Other diseases prevalent in West
Africa include malaria, yellow fever,
meningitis, cholera, and hepatitis [22].
Countries in this area have been trying to
improve immunization rates but lack
adequate funding and support from the
government. 

Southern and Eastern Africa:
Since 2018, the spread of the Ebola virus has
been a major concern in this region due to
an epidemic in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo that is also reaching bordering
nations [12]. Country policy for this area in
the past has focused on ramping up
community engagement and ensuring that
solutions to improving vaccine access are
culturally and socially acceptable, and in
accordance with religious beliefs. However,
other factors such as political dynamics and
conflicts, in addition to the pandemic, all
influence how nations deal with the issue.
While many of the nations in this region
have humanitarian infrastructure, conflicts
between refugees and host communities,
tensions between the government and donor
communities, insecurity, and limited
national capacity are all key concerns.
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North Africa:
Countries in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region have made tremendous
progress in reduction of maternal and under-
five mortality. Under-5 mortality rates
dropped 59% in the region from 1990 to 2015
(from 71 to 29 deaths per 1,000 live births) [13].
It must be noted, however, that progress has
been unbalanced, with higher income
countries having more access to medical
interventions. These inequities are replicated
within national borders. This region is also
plagued by conflict, which affects the health
status of the nation’s most vulnerable
populations: women and children. The origins
of conflicts in this region are manifold and
complex, and economic inequities and a lack
of socio-political unity are only basic driving
factors. Outbreak of wild polio virus in Syria
and cholera in Yemen demonstrate the
outcomes of these conflicts on public health,
and it will be important to address the
degradation of the health system in nations
affected by conflict. 

Potential Solutions:
General solutions should address vaccine
hesitancy and a lack of resources to properly
distribute vaccines throughout Africa.
Delegates should consider if vaccine sites can
be established in more convenient locations
for people living in rural areas. More
government funding for new and existing
initiatives and programs that are targeted
towards improving vaccination and
vaccination accessibility in rural areas will
also help. 
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Questions to Consider:
 

How have previous diseases and outbreaks
affected your country and its economy? How
have they affected the population’s view of
vaccines and their efficacy?

What roles do social status and stigma
(gender, race, caste, ethnicity, religion, age,
occupational status, location, disability status,
and sexual identity) play in whether or not
people seek medical treatment?

How does the media in your country portray
vaccination? Do false information and
propaganda influence people to not get
vaccinated?

Is there conflict or political instability in your
country that inhibits access to vaccine sites or
impacts vaccine transportation? How does
being a refugee in your country affect that
person’s access to vaccines?

Is there legislation in your country mandating
any vaccines? How does that affect people who
don’t have access to those vaccines?

Where does the COVID-19 vaccine supply and
the supply of other routine vaccines in your
country come from? Does your country make
most of its own vaccines or get support from
the UN or other nations?

Are there any existing programs in your
country relating to vaccination of citizens? If
so, how does it fund those programs? How can
your country gain access to the resources and
funding necessary to improve this problem?

Nations can invest more in the continent’s
capacity to develop and produce its own
vaccines to improve vaccine supply and in
better healthcare facilities so vaccines can
be stored and transported more efficiently.
Health system barriers, including staff
shortage, the cost of maintaining the cold
chain, and storage and transportation of
vaccines are perhaps the biggest obstacles in
ensuring access to vaccination. 

Increasing government funding for rural
education and the education of healthcare
professionals can also be beneficial.
Delegates should think about how education
programs can address religious beliefs and
widespread concerns about safety, side
effects, and effectiveness to improve vaccine
hesitancy. With more educated healthcare
professionals, there can be more people to
work on developing and supplying vaccines.
In general, education causes a snowball
effect of opportunities for African nations.
However, it will be essential to address how
healthcare workers educated in Africa can
be incentivized to stay there and not
immigrate to other countries where they
have more career opportunities. 

Finally, it is important for delegates to
remember the underlying issues regarding
vaccination in Africa. Vaccine hesitancy and
lack of transport to vaccination sites are very
much linked to poor social services and
infrastructure caused by poverty and other
inequalities in Africa. Delegates should not
forget to address issues such as widespread
rural poverty, political conflict, and other
socioeconomic inequalities as they are all
reasons behind this vaccination crisis.
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Topic B:
Digital Extremism

The rise of digital technology in the 2000s
greatly enabled the spread of information,
allowing a single person to reach the world in
seconds. In Africa in particular, social network
platforms were essential for the organization
and communication of activists during the Arab
Springs, which led to wide political, social and
economic gains for the region. At the same time
however, any message, image or video online
can be falsified or designed to change
someone’s opinions and beliefs–and not always
for the better. Whether it be through a gory
video trying to invoke fear, or just a blatant lie
that goes viral, extremist groups have learned to
take advantage of social media and its easily
impressionable audience–especially during the
pandemic. While social media platforms are
developing better technology to filter extremist
content, it can take just one piece of
propaganda to mobilize extreme violence. In
this committee, delegates should take the time
to consider the fine line between censorship
and protection, as well as the rights of social
media companies. Additionally, they must
understand factors unique to this region
including low computer literacy, little cyber
education, high levels of political conflict and
terrorism, and a lack of collectivity among the
African nations.

Introduction
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Since the late 1980s, the Internet has become
a highly dynamic means of communication,
reaching an ever-growing audience of 4.62
billion people around the world. New
technology has created a digital world with
global reach and few barriers to entry.
People can now communicate almost
anonymously across borders and instantly
have access to an audience that would never
have been possible before. Of course, there
are many benefits of social media platforms,
one being how easily people can now share
information and ideas, which is recognized
as a fundamental human right. Social media
played a particularly vital role in the Arab
Springs in 2011. In countries such as Tunisia
and Egypt, it allowed people to organize
protests and rallies, while in Libya, social
media was important only in
communicating information and what was
happening. In other countries, social media
allowed foreign journalists to get news from
citizens and international reporters working
with sources inside the country [18].

However, the same technology can–and is–
being exploited for terrorist and extremist
purposes, creating both challenges and
opportunities in the fight against extremism.
Throughout the years, groups such as ISIS,
Al-Shabaab, al-Qaeda, Boko Haram, and
many others have used the Internet for a
wide range of purposes, including
recruitment, financing, propaganda,
training, the gathering and dissemination of
information, and incitement to commit acts
of violence. Extremists recognize that
increasing Internet access in both Africa and
the Middle East means a new pool of
potential supporters and regularly take
advantage of it.

 

Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) has
used social media and online propaganda for
more than a decade, launching its English
language digital magazine, which inspired the
Boston Marathon bombers, in 2010 [24].
Through the reach of social media, terrorist
organizations with bases on in African
countries can now affect the entire world. The
Taliban runs its own Telegram channel, al-
Emarah. The group also has Telegram
channels in other languages including Pashto,
Persian and Turkish, with the former two
commanding 4,236 followers in 2016 [24]. The
Taliban's propaganda demonstrates its
governance ability–often by talking about
community development projects in the
nation–and has been critical in attracting
fighters and projecting it as a legitimate
governing entity.

In a recently published report for the United
Nations Development Program, Research and
Development (RAND) Europe found evidence
of ISIS using social media platforms like
Twitter, Telegram and online propaganda
magazines to recruit, radicalize and
coordinate attacks in Africa. One example is
the use of social media to recruit and
radicalize students at the University Medical
Sciences and Technology in Khartoum,
Sudan. ISIS “wants you to believe they are
basically everywhere at all times,” a mission
they accomplish by releasing gruesome and
gory propaganda videos [24]. 
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History of the Issue 



Extremists were also able to harness the
growing influence of social media on
governance and stability. This influence was
demonstrated by the effects of social media
on civic activism during the Arab Springs
and the resulting regime changes in Tunisia,
Syria, Egypt, Libya, Yemen and Bahrain [24].
Many people in the Middle East and North
Africa were still dissatisfied in the months
following the Arab Spring, a fact ISIS used to
enlist record numbers of foreign fighters
from Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Jordan [24]. 

High-profile extremist attacks have
intensified in recent years, including mass
casualty bombings in Uganda, Nigeria, and
Somalia; attacks on U.S. facilities in
Benghazi and Tunis in 2012, and U.N.
facilities in Algeria, Nigeria, and Somalia;
deadly sieges at Algeria's major gas plant in
Kenya's Westgate Mall in 2013; the 2014
abduction of more than 270 Nigerian school
girls; executions of Christians in Libya; and
the 2015 attack on Tunisia's Bardo Museum
and a university in Kenya [22].  
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Some people argue that shutting down social
media accounts could be effective, and
Twitter and Facebook have both taken
measures to ban extremist content, but others
argue that that might not be enough. For
example, after Twitter repeatedly banned
AQIM accounts, AQIM found other ways to
circulate its online messages to jihadist
forums, especially websites where
administrators did not remove their contents.
While it’s a step in the right direction, African
leaders are realizing that they need to scale
up efforts against digital extremism.

Current Situation:
 

Terrorism and violent extremism are
arguably Africa’s greatest security threats.
Local groups with international terror links
“foment local conflicts and enable organized
crime rackets–destabilizing already fragile
political landscapes” [14]. Over the past two
decades, the use of social media and online
sharing platforms to spread extremist
viewpoints has only been increasing. In fact,
in 2016 alone, social media played a role in
the radicalization processes of nearly 90% of
the extremists in the Profiles of Individual
Radicalization in the United States (PIRUS)
data [8]. 



The right kind of censorship is also essential
to combating digital extremism. Africa
remains one of the most censored regions
globally, and it is common for access to
social media to be cut off, especially during
elections, protests, demonstrations or
exams. In fact, as of 2021, 32 of 54 African
countries had blocked access to social media
platforms at some point since 2015 [10].
Social media shutdowns are a popular way
for oppressive regimes to “control public
sentiment and freedom of speech,” and to
disrupt public movements [10]. They are also
more frequent where state authorities own
or control the internet infrastructure. It is
important for countries that already greatly
censor citizens to create more balance
between limiting harmful content while not
infringing on free speech.  

Social media companies have also struggled
to rise to the challenge of catching harmful
content without censoring political speech,
mostly because the platforms were never
built to mediate the political speech of the
entire world. For Facebook specifically,
“terrorist content and hate speech
proliferate because the company remains
short on moderators who speak local
languages and understand cultural
contexts,” and Facebook also hasn’t
developed AI solutions [4]. This often means
that either inflammatory language flourishes
online, or ordinary speech is suppressed due
to blanket bans on common words, with
very little middle ground. The issue is
prominent in Africa, where dialects are
unique to each country and region, their
vocabularies influenced by historical and
cultural contexts.
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However, by recognizing the need to develop
a better plan to combat digital extremism, the
international community may be at a turning
point. Since the 2017 launch of the Global
Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism–an
NGO founded by Facebook, Twitter,
Microsoft, and Youtube to prevent terrorists
and violent extremists from exploiting digital
platforms–there has been progress made by
both African governments and technology
companies to mitigate digital extremism. The
African Union has taken an interventionist
approach to terrorism, seeking to “coordinate
and harmonize continental efforts in the
prevention and combating of international
terrorism in all its aspects” [9].  

The COVID-19 pandemic was a large factor in
the recent rise of extremist behavior.
Terrorist groups have tries to exploit
“pandemic-related socio-economic grievances
and political tensions”–many of which were
increased by COVID restrictions–to drive
recruitment efforts and undermine political
authority [16]. People believed that mask
mandates and other restrictions undermined
human rights in many ways, and they were
also upset about the pandemic’s economic
effects, blaming the government. Terrorist
groups were able to use this to make African
citizens feel heard and understood.

Extremists also took advantage of how
restrictions led to people spending more time
online by “strengthening their efforts to
spread propaganda, recruit, and radicalize via
virtual platforms (including gaming
platforms)” [16]. 
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Terrorist groups, including al-Shabaab and
the ISIS-aligned Islamic State in the Central
African Province (ISCAP), have established
themselves firmly in the region [21]. Many
nations realize that young people are more
susceptible to what they see online, and are
focusing on youth employment, civic
engagement by local authorities, and teaching
appropriate media use [12]. Some countries in
this region with laws aimed at curbing hate
speech and misinformation have faced public
criticism for limiting free speech. People are
afraid that with less division of power in
governments in this region, they won’t have
anywhere to turn to if security authorities
overshoot the target and use the laws against
the press [6]. Weak democratic institutions,
government corruption, and marginalization
of minorities – racial, ethnic, religious, or
gender – are only some of the challenges that
these nations face.

North Africa:
Home-grown terrorist organizations remain a
threat in North Africa, as does the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), and they
all take advantage of the cyberworld.
According to a regional research by UN
Women and Monash University on gender
and violent extremism in North Africa,
gender norms and socially constructed
concepts of masculinity and femininity are
integral to the recruitment strategies and
propaganda of extremist groups [7]. While
this region has made some progress, an
important part of this region’s policy will be
ensuring that women have the opportunity to
influence counter-extremism policies and
that those policies are gender responsive.

Some nations even expressed concerns that
extremist groups would abuse fundraising

platforms for pandemic-related relief efforts
to finance their own activities, under the
guise of charitable giving. Therefore, it is
essential for Member States of the African

Union to reduce the spread of extremist and
terrorist content on the Internet.

 

Country Policy:
Western Africa:

 
The increased usage of social media
platforms have provided spaces for citizens
to participate in the governance processes
and allowed West African countries to make
some progress in the democratic process.
But despite its utility as a force for change,
terrorist groups such as Boko Haram, Al-
Qaeda, the Islamic State in the Greater
Sahara (ISGS), and Ansarul Islam, operating
in Nigeria, Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, and
others—have wreaked destruction and
exploited security vulnerabilities in carrying
out sustained attacks against both civilian
and security targets [23]. For example, Boko
Haram deployed mobile-phone-triggered
IEDs and bombs, became capable of
mounting coordinated attacks in multiple
locations and gained access to highly
sophisticated military weapons [11]. West
African countries generally understand the
benefits of social media, but with support
from external partners, they have developed
various strategies and mechanisms to curb
digital extremism while also coordinating
regional and international responses. 

Southern and Eastern Africa:
While digital extremism has been a scourge
in this region for a long time, it was
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic due
to the increased level of exposure to and
time spent on social media. 



Questions to Consider:
 

What extremist groups are the biggest threats
to your nation and what digital platforms do
they use? 
Are they “hard platforms” that require
considerable user effort to obtain information
and get access to the community or “friendly
platforms” such as Twitter and Facebook
designed to be convenient for Internater
users [19]? 

What propaganda techniques (duty, religious
reward, adventure, bandwagon,
scapegoating, etc.) are commonly used in
your country? Are these strategies connected
to specific political tensions?

How does your country’s population feel
about the impact of social media on their
lives? How did social media influence the
outcome of Arab Springs in your country?

Is it better to have an AI system that over-
predicts extremism or one that doesn’t censor
innocent civilians but misses more actual
propaganda?
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