DISARMAMENT
AND SECURITY
COMMITTEE
TOPIC BULLETIN

ANNIE LI, CHAIR
MUSTAFO MUSTAFOKULOV, CHAIR
MING-JING QIN, MODERATOR

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Letters from Chairs ..................................................................
Annie Li (Co-Chair) ...........................................................
Mustafo Mustafokulov (Co-Chair) .....................................
Introduction .............................................................................
History of the Issue ..................................................................
Current Situation .....................................................................
Issues to Address ......................................................................
Possible Solutions ....................................................................
Key Questions to Consider .......................................................
Sources .....................................................................................

1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
9

JUNIOR ACADEMY MODEL UNITED NATIONS
- Sixth Annual Conference-

JAMUN IV
SECRETARIAT
Anjali Anbu

Director of Internal

Cara Hsiao

Director of Internal

Harnoor Sachar

Director of External

David Wang

Director of External

Maya Schonberg
Operations

Neha Vazarkar
Operations

Rochelle Xavier
Operations

Jeslyn Zhang

ANNIE LI (Co-Chair)
annli23@bergen.org

Welcome, delegates of DISEC! My name is Annie Li and I am
very excited to be your co-chair! I am currently a sophomore
attending Bergen County Academies in the Academy of
Technology and Computer Science. I had the pleasure of taking
a Model UN class over the summer at BCA in 2018, I have been
in love with MUN. Though I only officially started going to
conferences this year, I loved the idea of making plans to try to
solve international issues, while using skills such as public
speaking, diplomacy and your own wits. MUN helped to broaden
my perspective on both what was going on in the world, but also
the different perspectives that appear in different countries. It
made me realize that we live in a very privileged country. It
made me have a wider perspective of the world, and I am
grateful for that. However, when I’m not panicking about
assignments--highschool is chaotic--I like to go outside and
learn about current technological advancements.

Operations

FACULTY
ADVISORS
Mark Kramer

Faculty Advisor

I hope that through this conference, you guys will be able to
practice your MUN skills by showing off your diplomacy,
research, writing and public speaking. I hope that you guys
enjoy this experience and can’t wait for the debating to begin! If
you have any questions about anything, feel free to contact me
at annli23@bergen.org.

Christine Wallace
Faculty Advisor
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It is my honor to welcome you all to JAMUN VI! My name is
Mustafo Mustafokulov, and I am very excited to be chairing for
this committee! I am currently a student attending the Bergen
County Academies in the Academy for Technology and
Computer Science. I have been doing Model United Nations
since the eighth grade, and ever since I won an Honorable
Mention representing the nation of Greece in an International
Labor Organization committee, MUN has been one of my
greatest passions. So far, I have been to 5 MUN conferences.
When I’m not destroying noobs on Battlefront II or reading a
good book, I really like to learn about current affairs. I like to
learn more about what is going on in the world right now, and
MUN has allowed me to debate about thought-provoking
worldwide issues, and it has allowed me to develop teamwork,
leadership, and public speaking skills. I hope that it will do the
same to you at this conference. I cannot wait to meet all of you
guys!
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INTRODUCTION
According to the Small Arms Survey, about
25% of the $4 billion spent in the annual
global trade in small arms is “illicit” or not
recorded as required by law. That is almost $1
billion dollars of illicit trade. In the hands of
terrorists and criminals, SALW (Small Arms
and Light Weapons) have the capacity to take
the lives of many thousands of innocent

TOPIC:
ILLICIT TRADE OF SMALL
ARMS AND LIGHT
WEAPONS

civilians. Beyond the tragic deaths, the illicit
trade and illegal use of these weapons add
fuel to civil wars, contribute to sky-rocketing
crime rates, enable rape, increase
unemployment rates, weaken institutions,
limit educational opportunities, and promote
gender and racial inequality. Preventing the
illicit trade of SALW is no easy task. Unlike
weapons of mass destruction, SALW have
legitimate uses in the military, law
enforcement, and sporting and recreation. In
this committee, delegates will deliberate on
the levels of restrictions countries can and
should implement, the current status of illicit
arms trade in member nations, and how the
United Nations can help to lessen the effect of
illicit arms trade globally.

HISTORY OF THE ISSUE
The illicit trade of Small Arms and Light
Weapons has been a problem for as long as
these weapons have existed. While these
weapons have brought on consequences for
the world as a whole, third world nations have
historically suffered the most devastating
impacts.
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In many African countries, the widespread
availability of SALW combined with the
existence of multiple protracted armed
conflicts has made African nations such as
South Sudan, Somalia, and the Central
African Republic breeding grounds for the
illicit trade of these weapons, which has
increasingly encouraged instability and
conflict.
In Latin American nations, conflicts such as
the Cold War, which included the Central
American civil wars of the 1980s, supplied
these nations with thousands of arms, some
of which were illicitly traded and still in use
today. A vast coastline, densely forested
mountains, porous borders, clandestine
airstrips, widespread government corruption,
and a lack of governmental resources and
political will to confront the trade has
enabled nefarious individuals and
organizations to move these weapons across
borders at will.
As a region with a large intensity of violent
conflict, the illicit arms trade only creates
more instability and destruction in these
areas. The existence of nefarious non-state
organizations in the Middle East such as the
Islamic State has created a large demand for
these weapons on the underground black
market. By using these illegally traded
weapons, these organizations have been able
to destabilize nations in the Middle East.
Corruption, theft, and a weakness in tracking
these weapons have contributed to the trade
of illicit arms of the Middle East.
In recent years, the illicit arms trade has
allowed terrorists to take the lives of
countless innocent civilians. In the Paris

attacks of 2015, assailants acquired small
arms through the means of illicit purchasing.
The United Nations has made strides
historically to try to combat the illegal trade
of SALW. The two most notable instruments
in this cause were the UN Programme of
Action on SALW (UNPOA) in 2001 and the
2013 Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), which detailed
the systems that nations should implement to
control the manufacturing, storage, trade,
sale, transfer, and disposal of conventional
arms.

CURRENT SITUATION
The current state of illicit trading of SALW is
certainly complex with not one singular cause
or solution. The tracking of these illicit
weapons is very difficult, so it is impossible to
visualize how many of them there are.
However, reports say that there are over 1
billion small arms, both legal and illegal, in
the world, about one for every seven or eight
people in the world.
A majority of SALW are exported legally,
mainly from countries like the United States,
Russia, France, Germany, and China. When
the nations that import these arms, nations
like India, Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates, Turkey, Pakistan, do not properly
track or secure them, they are vulnerable and
can be stolen. From there, they can be
illegally circulated and can fall into the hands
of individuals or organizations with malicious
intent, who are then able to harm innocent
civilians and create instability. Moreover, a
considerable supply of today’s illicit SALW
comes from the Cold War era from the United
States and the former Soviet Union. These
nations exported mass
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quantities of rifles, machine guns, and other
weapons to insurgents or government allies.
Because these weapons were transported in a
very secretive manner, they were vulnerable
to theft and trade through the black market.
Today, even when a SALW undergoes legal
transfer to an end-user, there are some
obstacles to consider. End-use certificates,
which are the primary means of ensuring that
SALWs are delivered to the intended user, can
be forged and purchased in corrupt regions.
Additionally, when weapons are legally
transferred, oftentimes the end-user is not
legally vetted to ensure that it is not misused
or re-transferred. The third world takes most
of the brunt from the illicit arms trade, which
acts as a major inhibitor to the desire for
these countries to become more advanced and
industrialized. Reducing the impacts of the
illicit arms trade requires international
cooperation in targeting third world nations
and solving the problems that enable arms to
be illicitly traded, such as underground
trafficking networks and improper
stockpiling/arms tracking methods, and
mitigating the effects of them.
Another aspect of contention over the sale of
SALW are the purposes for which they’re
used. In some cases, when major arms
exporters sell to other nations, the
governments use them for the purposes of
oppressing minorities, massacres, law
enforcement abuse, and more. Sometimes
governments even arm proxy groups or
terrorist organizations to achieve a cause
without doing so directly. When exporting
nations limit the arms they sell to these
nations to pressure them, these governments
use illicit means to fulfill these purposes.

ISSUES TO ADDRESS
Since small arms kill an estimated half a
million people every year, calculating down to
nearly one person every minute, the issue is
clear. Even with the previous attempts to end
or even slow down the illicit trade of SAWL,
these weapons continue to traverse the globe.
Though there are many methods of violence,
using SAWL seems to be the method of choice
and most of them are gained illegally through
methods such as the black market and the
dark web.
Arguably, the main causes for this flow of
small arms and light weapons are (but not
limited to):
Black market trafficking in both regional
and local levels,
Control of the export and imports of such
items,
The regulation of arms brokers,
Corrupt governments that arm proxy
groups or even terrorist groups with the
same ideology as them,
Low prices in both the weapons and the
ammunition,
Increased production of unmarked
weapons and ammunition,
Capturing of these weapons on
battlefields,
The loss of these weapons as a result of
attacks on fixed sites, burglary and theft,
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The forgery of end-use certificates,
licenses, etc,
Inability to monitor all the weapons.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

When considering ways to limit illicit arms
trade of SAWL, it is essential to note that
each country contributes to this problem in
different ways, from producing these
weapons, to transporting them, to using
them. Though the ATT was able to encompass
provisions for regulation legal international
trade in many types of conventional weapons,
it focuses mainly on the monitoring of arms
exports. It does not take into account the
many weapons that are already out in the
world. However, there are possible solutions
to this.

By “closing the gate” between the legal
market and the illegal one, it can reduce the
amount of SAWL that get out into the market.
Closer monitoring of borders and
international trading can also limit the
amount of SAWL that are able to get onto the
black market. After all, most of the illegally
transferred weapons in the world were all
legal at one point. Some of these links
between the legal and illegal market could
come from a lack of security in the storage
areas, the selling of legal weapons, from
soldiers or police, to criminals to supply their
inadequate incomes.
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Another major issue is that sometimes, the
lines become blurred between whether the
selling of a SAWL is legal or illegal. By
clearing up those lines, it would be much
easier to implement new plans and
resolutions. However, the lethal potential of
such a weapon remains the same, regardless
of its legal status. Since the illicit arms
market is supplied by the legal arms industry,
by not allowing legal weapons to become
illegal is a possible solution to this pressing
issue. The reduction of produced weapons can
also contribute to the lessening of SAWL that
are able to get on the black market.
Finally, the biggest and hardest way to reduce
the flow of illicit arms is to reduce the
motivation for acquiring such weapons. Many
normal citizens may purchase weapons in the
only way they can, which may have been
through illegal means. Civil wars in the
middle east, terrorism, and conflict
in African nations, and violence in South
African countries, cause people to feel unsafe
and feel the need to buy such weapons. In
these places that are in constant conflict, the
only solution they see of defending

themselves is to buy a weapon to defend
themselves with. However, the biggest
consumer of SAWL is the people committing
the violence that was previously stated.
Any resolution proposed by delegates must
consider the national sovereignty of all
nations, as not all countries will have the
exact same stance on an issue as complex as
this. The chairs would look favorably upon
discussions that analyze the issues that
plague this problem and how different factors
influence this issue. Delegates should come
up with solutions that address more than one
aspect of the topic, as the topic in question
does not only have one cause. Delegates who
do not come up with multi-faceted solutions
may find themselves vulnerable to questions
and holes in such a plan. The chairs would
also look favorably upon solutions that are
realistic and practical considering the
economic, social and political atmosphere
and hope to see solutions that could
realistically be implemented by the respective
nations.
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KEY QUESTIONS
How can one differentiate legal and illegal
trade of SAWL?
What are the socioeconomic and
geopolitical factors behind SAWL trade?
What are some short-term and long-term
measures that can be taken?
What is the biggest contributor to the
illicit trade of SAWL?
How can it be assured that there is not an
abuse of SAWL?
How can a solution be made that
acknowledges the national sovereignty of
nations?
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