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As first documented and defined in 1801,
John Corry described the murder of a woman
as a “femicide” in his satirical novel. Today,
the word has taken on a more specific
meaning, referring directly to the murder of
a female due to her gender. As defined by the
feminist activist Diana Russell, femicide is
“the killing of one or more females by one or
more males because they are female” [1].
However, the legal definition of the word is
not consistent internationally. Globally, the
word “femicide” is often referred to as
“femicide”; both words mean the same thing,
and can be used interchangeably [2]. In this
topic guide, the word “femicide” will be used. 

Globally, around 66,000 women are killed
each year due to gender related violence.
That is 17% of homicides around the world
[4]. Unfortunately, gender based violence
that specifically murders women and girls is
increasing each year. This trend is
particularly visible across nations in the
Americas, where rates of femicide have been 
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Topic A:
Combatting Femicide

[3]



on the rise, even as the rest of the world has
experienced a decline. Despite legal action,
femicide remains prevalent internationally
and requires urgent action to be resolved. 

While femicide is an incredibly broad topic,
there are many types of gender-related
violence under the femicide umbrella. Two
of the most common types of femicide are
Honor Killings and Intimate Partner
Violence. While there are many other causes
of femicide, these two will be specifically
addressed in committee and this topic guide.

Honor Killings
Honor killings relate to protecting a family's
“honor” in regards to the actions of a female,
typically in a family [5]. In this type of
femicide, a woman may be killed by a
relative because a woman has taken part in
sexual intercourse, became pregnant out of
wedlock, or has behaved in a way that could
cause a family humiliation [6]. Relatives
murder the woman, and may even do so in a
public area, in order to send a message to
other women in their community [6].

A branch of honor killings is a crime of
passion. Many activists consider crimes of
passion a type of honor killing, however, it
varies depending on the activist [7]. Crimes
of passion are crimes that are committed
because the perpetrator is incredibly
emotional, whether that be heartbreak or
rage [8]. Across Latin America, crimes of
passion are not taken seriously in
government. In general, honor killings have
been reported to take place all across

 American nations, but were specifically
reported to the UN to occur in Ecuador [7].

There is debate regarding the term “honor
killings,” as it categorizes the murder of
women in the term preferred by the
oppressor. In this topic guide, we will use the
term “honor killings” to describe this type of
femicide, following the term used by the UN.
However, this is something that delegates can
address in this committee [5].

Intimate Partner Violence
Intimate partner violence regards the murder
of women and girls by someone who has been
in a relationship with the woman. Globally, in
killings between intimate partners, women
are the victim 80% of the time [9]. In a study
done by the World Health Organization
(WHO), in 35% of the killings of women, the
perpetrator was a former partner. In men, the
number is 5% [6].

Intimate partner violence can be a result of
abusive relationships. After a long period of
violence, women may feel pressured to
commit suicide [4]. This is an example of
‘forced suicide,’ which is when a victim feels
forced to take their life, in an effort to avoid a
life in which they believe is worse than
suicide [10].

Topic History
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Femicide has been a ubiquitous part of
human history. However, most major
documented cases of femicide detail action
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against a group of women, rather than the
random killing of one woman. In the 16th
and 17th century, this could be seen in the
widespread witch hunts, which aimed to kill
those women deemed “inherently evil.”
More recently, in December 1989, Marc
Lepine shot and killed 14 female engineering
students in Montreal, Canada [11].

Femicide as a term became much more
prominent in 1976 when activist Diana
Russel used the term at the first
International Tribunal on Crimes Against
Women [1]. As a result, countless protests
advocating for the end of gender-based
violence have ensued. 

In 2007, The Inter-American Commission of
Human Rights (IACHR) officially started
using the term “femicide,” as opposed to the
phrase “murder of women” [2]. The
Mechanism to Follow Up Convention of
Belém do Pará (MESECVI) is a committee
created to ensure and further develop The
Inter-American Convention on the
Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of
Violence against Women (The Belém do Pará
Convention). The Belém do Pará Convention
is a model law dedicated towards protecting
the rights of women and decreasing violence
against women. It also acknowledges that
committing femicide could potentially be a
criminal offense [12]. All nations of the OAS,
except Canada and the United States of
America, have either signed, ratified, or
have agreed upon the terms of The Belém do
Pará Convention [13].

In 2008, MESECVI adopted the Declaration

 on Femicide [13]. The Declaration on
Femicide addresses the issue of femicide, and
proclaimed that femicide is a serious issue
across the Caribbean and Latin American
States. It also recommended that nations
research femicide, create laws to enhance the
freedom women have, improve the criminal
justice system in their nations, and give
victims their justice. Finally, the Declaration
on Femicide advocated for the media to
promote gender equality, and to treat
femicide cases with respect [2].

Nowadays, in many countries, women are
thought to be most at risk at their homes,
which is where misogynists insist that a
woman's true place is. For women wishing to
begin divorce proceedings or who are
attempting to leave their home, their husband
is said to be their biggest threat [11].

In Mexico, femicide rates have increased by
137% since 2015, to the point where 10
women a day die due to femicide. Femicides
are becoming increasingly public, with
corpses being left in public. In early 2020,
Ingrid Escamilla was murdered horribly by

Current Situation

[14]
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 her partner, [15] and so was Fatima Cecilia,
seven years old, who was kidnapped,
tortured, raped, and killed. These two
femicides are not related but occurred
within a week of each other [15].

In El Salvador, described as the world’s most
dangerous place to be a woman, 7 in 10
women reported having experienced
violence in their lifetime, with a third of
them having experienced violence during
the past 12 months. Their femicide rate in
2018 was ten times the global average. In
2019, the Gender Statistics Observatory of
the General Directorate of Statistics and
Censuses (DIGESTYC) found that 70 cases of
violence against women were reported daily.
Making matters worse, rule of law is steadily
deteriorating in El Salvador, making
femicide all the more common. A factor in
this decline is the continuous gang violence
El Salvador experiences [13].

Data on femicide is hard to find, as they
usually remain unreported, or are not
documented properly. In late 2019, The
Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean (CEPAL) started to work
on a database where all cases of femicide in
Latin America and the Caribbean could be
organized [3].

Positions(Country
Policy)
In this topic guide, nations will be divided up
in different categories. For example, while
North America

 actually consists of 23 nations, we will
categorize 3 nations under it, for the
simplicity and ease of researching. All nations
included under a specific category will be
specified. 

North America
Countries Included: Canada, Mexico, and the
United States.

In North American countries, femicide is still
a very pervasive issue. In Mexico, only less
than 3% of these cases are reported to
authorities. Of these all femicide cases
reported, only 1% include jail sentences for
the perpetrators [15]. In Canada, a case of
femicide is found every other day, and as a
product of centuries of discrimination and
oppression, indigenous women and girls, in
particular, have a high risk of femicide [1].
Femicide is rising in the United States: in 2017
alone, 1,948 women were killed [19].

Central America
Countries Included: Belize, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
and Panama. 

Central America is a global hub for femicides.
According to a 2011 study, El Salvador has the
greatest femicide rate in the world, while
Guatemala comes third, and Honduras is at
sixth. Although legislation is being
implemented in these countries, impunity
remains widespread. Institutions fighting
against femicide remain underfunded, and
thus, unsuccessful [20].

In Panama, there were 7 femicides in the
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month of May 2021, 2 attempted femicides,
and 9 violent deaths [19]. In Costa Rica,
femicide is prevalent and widely talked
about, but because of their ideal of a “pure
life” in which they assert that life in Costa
Rica is carefree and happy, the culture tends
to shift the blame elsewhere, such as on
Nicaraguan immigrants. The majority of
femicides in Costa Rica are committed by
Costa Rican men [21].

South America
Countries Included: Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana,
Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and
Venezuela. 

South American countries witness femicide
on a daily basis. As a result, protests and
public outrage are increasingly evident. In
Chile, where femicide is significantly lower
compared to other South American
countries, protests accusing the justice
system of not addressing femicide are
widespread [3].

The nations of Brazil and Argentina are in
the top 3 nations by the number of femicides
in 2018. Columbia has seen a dramatic
increase in femicides, with an average of 1
femicide every 2 days in 2019-2020 [3].

In Peru, femicide happens every day, and
the number of reported cases is rising. The
government in Peru instilled plans dedicated
towards combating the femicide epidemic,
as well as encouraging women to report
femicide cases.  The government of Peru
also has programs dedicated to helping the
children of femicide victims [3].

Caribbean
Countries Included: Antigua And Barbuda, 
Barbados, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts
and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, The Bahamas, and Trinidad and
Tobago. 

In the Caribbean as well, femicide and
violence against women are rife. A new
database counting the number of Caribbean
women who have experienced some sort of
violence because of their gender has
estimated this number to be around 46
percent of all Caribbean women [22]. In 2013,
the Dominican Republic had the third-highest
rate of femicide cases in the world (this has
since been replaced by Guatemala). In 2012 it
was reported that a woman was murdered
every 2 days [23].

However, femicide is less of an issue in the
Caribbean than in other parts of the world.
For example, Cuba has a relatively low
femicide rate, which is largely in part to
negative cultural influences on domestic
violence rates, among other factors [13].

Issues to Address
Femicide is directly impacted by homicide
rates. In nations where homicide is a lot more
rampant, femicide rates tend to be
significantly higher [4]. By lowering homicide
rates, overall femicide rates in nations may
also decrease. 
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Questions to Consider
Is femicide a prevalent issue in your
country? 
What is your country’s stance on
femicide?
Has your country addressed femicide in
the past? 
What has your country done to prevent
femicide? Did it work? Why or why not?
Are there any cultural reasons restricting
femicide prevention in your country? 

It is important to note that femicide does not
only affect victimized women but
generations after them. Children who lose a
mother to intimate partner femicide has
been shown statistically to have poorer
outcomes in life. Making matters worse, if a
child’s mother is murdered by their partner,
the remaining parent may have to spend
time in jail, leaving the child parentless [6].

Some activists believe that declaring
intimate partner violence as a state crime in
individual nations, as well as a crime against
humanity, would lower the femicide rates
[16]. By threatening legal action against
partners, femicide rates may significantly
decrease. 

Firearms have a large impact on femicide
rates, as they can be used to harm and
threaten women [4]. In nations where
firearms are a lot more accessible, the cases
rates of intimate partner femicides are a lot
higher. In ⅓ of all femicide cases across the
world, firearms are used [17].

In Mexico, fewer than 3% of femicides are
prosecuted and around 1% of them are
sentenced [15]. When relatives of Fatima
Cecilia reported the girl missing, they
reported that the authorities dragged their
feet and said that they didn’t have resources.
If they had searched with a little more
urgency, maybe Fatima would be found
alive, they argued. More cases need to be
classified as femicide in order for cases like
these not to occur again [16]. 

[18]
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To grasp the importance of this issue, it is
important to have a thorough understanding
of what socioeconomic status (SES) is. Put
simply, SES is the social standing or class of
an individual. This is influenced and
measured by factors such as education,
income, and occupation [1]. Those with a
higher SES may be more wealthy and enjoy
better education than those of a low SES. SES
is often stratified across minority groups; one
of the most considerable disparities being the
SES of indigenous versus non-indigenous
persons, which has existed for much of
history.
 
Indigenous people face many barriers in life.
With regards to employment, they may have a
difficult time securing a job because it is hard
for them to obtain an education, a basic
requirement for many jobs nowadays. They
may struggle to get along with coworkers due
to cultural differences and may face racism
and discrimination within the workforce [2].

Low SES can impact the lives of children and
families. Studies have shown that low SES is
correlated with negative psychological
effects, while the reverse is true for high SES.
Low SES can lead to increased depression and
suicide rates, drug and/or cigarette usage,
aggression, behavioral difficulties, and a
higher risk of Alzheimer’s disease later in life.
In terms of physical effects, low SES can
cause higher infant mortality rates, BMI,
obesity rates, physiological markers for
chronic stress in children, and risk for heart
disease in the lungs. Low SES is linked to
lower

Introduction

Topic B:
Addressing the

Socioeconomic Status
of Indigenous Peoples
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Topic History

 educational success and can affect family
stability and cause problematic
developmental outcomes for children as a
result [1].

The situation for indigenous people may
seem to be improving on some aspects,
however, the gap between the SES of
indigenous and non-indigenous people
seems to be widening.

 punished for speaking their native language
even if that was the only language they spoke,
leading to a massive loss of culture as the
number of native speakers diminished. On the
whole, the education received by children
who attended these residential schools left
them woefully underprepared for the real
world. This provides context to the elevated
poverty and unemployment rate among the
indigenous population in the region [3].

 After colonization in many Latin American
nations, the lives of many native people
drastically changed. Following European
conquests across the Americas in the 16th and
17th centuries, many epidemics caused the
population of indigenous people to
significantly decrease. The population
decreased the most in the Caribbean and the
coastal regions of Peru and Mexico [4].

When many Latin American nations had
independence, social caste systems were
terminated. However, the rights of indigenous
people at this time were still not established.
Leaders of the fresh independent states
frequently advocated for breaking down
barriers between indigenous and non-
indigenous people. However, governments
still attacked indigenous populations. Even
after many nations abolished their Indian
Tributes, which was a tax that many
indigenous people were forced to pay to
governments, indigenous people were still
attacked by the governments in the countries
they were residing in. Despite previously
abolishing the tax, some countries located in
the Andes re-established Indian Tributes
under a new name. In Bolivia, 80% of tax
revenue collected in the first half of the 19th

The disparity between the SES of indigenous
and non-indigenous people has existed for
quite some time, and, in some countries, was
once even encouraged by the government.
An example of this is Canada’s residential
school system, which has featured in recent
news due to the discovery of a mass grave of
over 200 indigenous children from a
residential school.

Residential schools refer to the school system
set up by governments with the objective of
assimilating indigenous people into white
society and indoctrinating them in
Christianity. The system operated from the
19th century to the late 1900s and separated
many children from their families. Because
the schools had little funding, they trained
the children in practical skills (sewing,
cooking, and laundry for girls, and carpentry
and farming for boys) so the students could
work within the school. This left very little
time for learning anything else, and by the
time students at residential schools reached
age 18, they had a mere 5th-grade education
level. The children were also severely
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 century came from Indian Tribute [4]. 

After the Spanish conquest, the indigenous
people of the Andes were inclined to migrate
away from their homes. This also happened
in Mexico, although in Mexico, indigenous
people moving there were assimilated into
Mexican society, whereas in the Andes, they
remained a separate group without local land
rights or tribute duties, called the foresteros.
In addition, the Spanish people tried to
change the social hierarchy, which caused
great upheaval amongst the indigenous
people as they were forced to play along [4].

In South America, after European
colonization and conquest, most Indigenous
peoples were assimilated into a labor force
because of increased labor demand. In Chile,
this was especially prominent with the
Spaniards conquering northern Chile and
putting the indigenous peoples to work [5].
The population has since struggled to recover
even after many decades. For example, only
9% of Chile’s population is indigenous.
However, out of the entire population of
poverty, 30.8% are indigenous [6].

Globally, indigenous people represent a large
portion of the impoverished. In fact, despite
consisting of 5% of the world’s population,
indigenous people make up 15% of the
impoverished. According to the UN, they also
make up 33% of the 900 million extremely
poor rural people. (For context, at the
creation of the study, there were 370 million
indigenous people in the world, meaning that
approximately 300 million of all indigenous
people globally were below the poverty line
[9].)

Current Situation

[3] [10]
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One way to look at SES is through economic
indicators. Indigenous people make up
around 5% of the global population;
however, they make up for 15% of the
extremely poor, with a life expectancy of 20
years less than non-indigenous people
around the world [11]. They have an
unemployment rate around two times that of
non-indigenous individuals and are three
times more likely to work as an unskilled
laborer rather than as a skilled worker when
compared to non-indigenous people. They
are also four times as likely to not receive an
education [12].

While it may seem that economic
disproportion is the sole contributor to
socioeconomic inequality, this is not true. In
a scientific study conducted in Canada, poor
health in indigenous populations (First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit) increased from
18% in 2001 to 22% in 2012. Even more
shockingly, the degree of inequality with
regards to healthcare increased by 23%
between 2001-2012. In other words, people
of higher SES were benefiting from
inequality to a greater extent, further
deepening the socioeconomic gap between
native and non-native peoples [13]. In many
Latin American countries, indigenous
people are automatically associated with
poverty. This remains consistent between
nations where indigenous people make up a
large percentage of the population, as well
as smaller percentages [9].

Globally, many governments do not legally
acknowledge land that is owned by
indigeneous people, despite the fact that

 much of this land is owned by indigenous
people under customary land ownership.
Defined by the United States Agency for
International Development, customary land
ownership (also known as customary tenure)
is the “set of rules and norms that govern
community allocation, use, access, and
transfer of land and other natural resources.
The term “customary tenure” invokes the idea
of “traditional” rights to land and other
natural resources…” [14]. Government-given
protection for this land tends to be weak, and
indigenous people often find themselves last
in the list of recipients for public investments
[11].

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, a global framework intended to
promote peace and empower sustainable
development, addresses the rights of
indigenous peoples throughout the
framework. Specifically, the framework
advocates for more accessibility of education
for indigenous populations. The framework
also addresses farming and land rights for
indigenous people. In target 4.3 of the
framework, access to education on all levels
and vocational training are goals [10]. 
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by non-indigenous people. In Guatemala, it is
very well known that indigenous people are
of a lower SES. They are actively
discriminated against because of racism, and
even though they make up around half of
Guatemala’s population and play a big role in
their economy, their political participation is
not proportionally represented [6].

South America
Countries Included: Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana,
Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and
Venezuela. 

There appears to be much progress in the
rights and SES of indigenous people,
particularly in Bolivia and Argentina, but
there is still a way to go. In Argentina, several
documents from an unrelated endeavor
portray a group of their indigenous people as
terrorists and new seismic work in Bolivia in
search of oil threatens the indigenous
population living on the land. And other
countries are much more unstable, such as
Brazil, whose president Bolsonaro’s agenda
directly threatens the rights of the
indigenous people [6]. Taking away
indigenous rights can have a direct impact on
their SES. 

Caribbean
Countries Included: Antigua And Barbuda,
Barbados, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts
and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and the
Grenadines, The Bahamas, and Trinidad and
Tobago. 

Positions (Country
Policy)

North America
Countries Included: Canada, Mexico, and the
United States.

In North American countries, inequality in
the SES of indigenous peoples and non-
indigenous peoples is present and
staggering. In Canada, the government is
responsible for paying for social services for
indigenous peoples. However,
discriminatory acts made it difficult for
funds to be given. The employment rate,
income, and higher education rates for
indigenous peoples were lower compared to
non-indigenous peoples in Canada [14].

Although they only account for 10% of the
country’s population, the poverty rate of
indigenous people is double that of the
general population in Mexico [15]. In the
United States, people who are Native
American are more likely to live in poverty
compared to other races [1].

Central America
Countries Included: Belize, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
and Panama. 

In Central America, the situation is quite
severe. In Costa Rica, there are extreme
poverty rates for indigenous people. They
have very limited access to public services,
along with their land being illegally occupied 
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Many different things can make it harder for
indigenous peoples to be employed. For
example, harmful stereotypes and racism
can make it much more difficult for
indigenous peoples to get jobs. This further
pushes inequalities in SES, as it makes it
much more difficult for indigenous peoples
to get an income [2].

In Caribbean nations, a lot of the issues that
indigenous people face stem from the
discrimination in the countries’ pasts. The
Human Development Report for Latin
America and the Caribbean stated that many
indigenous people and those of Afro-
Caribbean descent survive on less than 1
U.S. Dollar a day. In other words, indigenous
people residing in the Caribbean live in
extreme poverty [16].

Addressing the economic inequalities
present in indigenous populations around
the world is key to understanding and
closing the gap between these inequalities.
By making the wealth gap less significant,
inequalities in health, education, and
occupation can be heavily reduced. Thus, it
is imperative that delegates focus on the
economic aspect of inequality in this
committee. 

In more urban areas, indigenous people are
more likely to face issues of substance abuse
Compared to other populations, suicide and
incarceration percentages are higher. These
could be a result of the disconnect from
community and culture that many
indigenous individuals feel when they live in
an urban area [9].

Internationally, indigenous people have an
expected life expectancy that is 20 years
shorter than non-indigenous people [11].
The health issues are incredibly important to
address, as this must be solved to combat the
rising gap of inequality between indigenous
and non-indigenous peoples. 

Issues to Address
Questions to Consider

Does your country have a large
indigenous population?

Are indigenous people statistically in
poverty in your country?

What has your country done to help
indigenous peoples?

If yes, did this actually help
indigenous people, or did it not work?

Does your country have a bigger issue
with indigenous unemployment or
education? Or maybe something else?

Does your country have a history of
discrimination and/or racism against
indigenous peoples?
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