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SECRETARIAT

NOOR KAUR (Co-Chair)

Zerlina Huang

Hi Delegates,

Aminah Sarowar

Welcome to JAMUN VII! My name is Noor Kaur and I’m a
sophomore in the Business and Finance Academy at BCA.
Satwika and I will be co-charing this SOCHUM conference, and
we hope you are just as eager as us to begin our discussion! But
before that, let me tell you a little bit about my experience in
MUN. Since my first Model UN conference (which happens to be
JAMUN a few years ago), I’ve learned a lot from my fellow
delegates. I’ve loved my experience in MUN through hearty
discussions working to propose successful solutions to the
world’s most pressing issues. With both a debate and Model UN
background, I look forward to seeing how delegates distinguish
themselves and their ideas from others. The topic of child
marriage is definitely heavy, but it deserves our attention in
discussing practical long-term and short-term solutions,
especially in regards to the global pandemic.
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Regardless of awards, your participation in this conference and
the earnest desire to learn that comes with it is truly the single
most contributing factor to a better society in the future. That’s
why I want to thank you for your interest in involvement and I
can’t wait until our conference! If you have any questions or
concerns, whether it be about our topic or even nerves leading
up to the conference, feel free to contact me through email.
Noor Kaur, Chair, SOCHUM
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Greetings delegates,
Thank you for choosing to be a part of SOCHUM! I’m so excited
to have you here and can’t wait to meet all of you! My name is
Satwika Vemuri and I’m a junior in the Academy for Technology
and Computer Science. I remember watching people involved in
Model United Nations from afar through freshman year, but
didn’t really think of joining until my friend urged me to take
part in a conference at the beginning of my sophomore year. I
absolutely loved it! MUN really gave me a way of letting my
stubborn and argumentative side shine through, and it
encouraged me to open up!
The MUN community, especially at BCA, is truly such a
welcoming group to be a part of! I know that many of these
delegates have my back, and I hope you feel the same way about
your MUN experience! The topic of child marriage that we are
debating on is truly a sensitive one and it strongly resonates
with myself along with potential other delegates, whether as a
matter of cultural/religious significance or of personal opinion; I
expect all of you to handle the topic with maturity and
accordingly represent not your personal views but your country’s
position. Still, this is your committee and I look forward to the
different solutions many of you will bring to the table. Whether
you are an experienced delegate or this is your first conference,
those of you who research into the topic and work with other
delegates will deliver well. Please don’t hesitate to reach out
with any questions or concerns! Welcome to JAMUN!
Satwika Vemuri, Chair, SOCHUM
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INTRODUCTION
700 million out of the women across the globe
were married off before their 18th birthday. If
countries worldwide do not take measures
against this practice, that number is expected
to increase to 1 billion in less than 10 years.
Child marriage often occurs in families living
in poverty; marrying off a girl at a young age
means that the family has less people to

TOPIC:
COMBATTING CHILD
MARRIAGE

support and that the bride’s dowry is cheaper
as well. A dowry is a sum of money or gifts
demanded by a groom’s family in exchange
for marrying a woman. Dowries are akin to
placing a price tag on a woman, which goes
up as her age does or if she has disabilities.
The younger the bride, the lower the dowry
the bride’s family has to pay. This system is
destructive to the woman because it treats her
like an object to be traded for a price and is
one of the defining parts of the child marriage
issue.
As a result of child marriage, proper schooling
is lacking, dependence on the husband is
perpetuated, and economic independence for
the wife is prevented. For the brides, a lack of
education or economic independence, a life of
abuse, and very often, premature childbirth
ensues. These girls are forced to walk in the
footsteps of grown women, when they
themselves are not fully developed yet.
Moreover, they are often limited by the
gender roles within their society as well as the
expectations of the groom’s families.
Delegates are tasked not with the
responsibility of solving this crisis as a whole,
but with coming up with small comprehensive
solutions that together, will make a change
within this worldwide issue.
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HISTORY OF THE ISSUE

shaped by a set of unique circumstances,
all of which contribute to the current crisis today.

The origins of marriage date back to around
2350 BC in Mesopotamia, spreading across
Eurasia with various cultures adopting the
practice of giving a woman to a man. Women
were meant to produce heirs, and a man could
leave a woman if she was unable to do so. In
several South Asian countries along with
those parts of the Middle East, girls can be
bound to marriage as early as infancy, though
practices later evolved to having girls stay
with their parents until early teenage years.
The bride and groom would meet on occasion,
but would not have private relations until
they were considered of age. In the United
States, marital status was not tracked until
the 1880 Census Bureau, but since then an
increase in child marriage was seen during the
Great Depression and World War 2. Some of
this was fueled by the concern for a woman’s
reputation if she were to get pregnant before
marriage.

CURRENT SITUATION

In 2016, UNFPA and UNICEF launched the
Global Programme to End Child Marriage.
Supported by the Governments of Belgium,
Canada, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, the
United Kingdom, and the European Union, it
aims to tackle child marriage in countries that
are considered most at risk. Using education
as one of their top tools, the program has
seen success across countries such as Nepal
and Ethiopia. Voters in individual countries
have also been working to outlaw child
marriage in their state governments as well.
Though progress is being made, child
marriages across the world are still happening
at an alarming rate, continuously putting girls
at risk.
The instances described in this section reveal
but a small part of the institution of child
marriage; the issues in each country are

Even though it may not seem like it, today, a
disturbing 17%, that’s about 1 in 6 of the
global female population, were married
before 18 years of age. Although marriage is
often associated with love and security, for
tens of millions of girls, the union results in
poverty, abuse, exploitation, and both
childhood and an education snatched away
from them. South Asia is one of the many
international hubs for underage marriage. In
India, child marriage is a practice passed
down from generation to generation, and as a
result, it is deeply rooted in society.
According to a 2019 UNICEF report, India has
the world’s largest number of child brides; 23
million girls. Child marriage in India has been
outlawed since 1929, yet poor law
enforcement, among other factors like
poverty, financial insecurity, and patriarchal
norms, contribute to the persistence of the
practice, which is also the situation in many
other countries
Another area where child marriage runs
rampant is North Africa. Morocco, Tunisia,
and Algeria have all made headway in
improving educational opportunities and
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living standards for girls which has
advertently led to a decrease in child
marriage.
Nevertheless, vague and ineffective
legislation has led to the persistence of the
practice. In 2018, 30,000 Morrocan girls were
involved in arranged marriages without their
consent as the most recent 2004 legislation
reform still permits underage girls to marry in
presence of a judge under circumstances like
pregnancy even without the consent of the
bride.
Globally, common contributing factors to
child marriage are a need for money or a
desire to escape the social stigma. For
instance, a family’s financial insecurity could
leave them no choice but to marry off their
underage daughter in exchange for money.
Even in developed countries, like the US, a
lack of money to pay for medical treatment of
a sick relative has led to families giving up
their daughters in exchange for money. These
financial insecurities have been exacerbated
by the COVID-19 pandemic, causing about 13
million more girls to be at risk of child
marriage in the next decade. In other cases, a
girl’s pregnancy can cause families to marry
her off to her husband to both save her from
“shame” in society and to prevent the boy
from going to jail for rape charges. Other
times, the practice can simply be embedded in
society, along with misogynistic ideals and
patriarchal norms.
Governments also play a large role, as can be
seen in multiple cases. In countries where
governments have not declared support or
interest in resolving this issue, child marriage
continues. There are cases where
governments have displayed anti-childmarriage sentiment, but factors like bribes

paid to the government or religious and
cultural norms have overridden this
sentiment.
No matter the reason for child marriage, the
girl is almost always mistreated, abused,
forced to conceive children, and forced to give
up her education
Often, after a girl conceives children, typically
within 2 years of marriage, her husband loses
interest, leaving her to fend for herself and
her children, often having to go back to her
parents’ home. These inhumane impacts on a
girl are not ones that a former child bride can
rebound from, as the increased suffering lasts
through her life and can be hard to escape,
especially with minimal education. As a
result, the vicious cycle where women’s lives
are undervalued is created and continued.
This being said, there have been
improvements. As noted by the 2013 United
Nations child marriage report, progress has
been made with the percentage of women
aged 20 to 24 who were married or in union
before ages 18 decreasing from 33% in 1985 to
26% in 2010. Nations in the Middle East and
North Africa are making the fastest progress
in this reduction of child marriage rates.
However, to give a sense of the progress
needed, know that even if this current rate of
decline continues, there will still only be 10
million fewer brides by 2050.
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COUNTRY POLICY
Marriage laws vary across the globe from
country to country, with restrictions on age
being firm in some countries while extremely
flexible in others. Many countries allow
parental consent to override the minimum
marriage age, meaning that children can be
forcibly married based on the parents’ beliefs.
Other countries have placed a minimum age
limit on marriage even with parental consent
in an effort to combat this issue. The age limit
for marriage is not only a matter of national
interest but also of cultural interest, which
perhaps shapes the marriage policies in
different parts of the world.
SOUTH ASIA:
South Asia sees some of the highest child
marriage rates, despite countries such as
India and Indonesia having relatively high
minimum age limits for marriage. The
Indonesian government recently revised the
1974 Marriage Law for parental consent from
16 to 19 years in 2019. India went through a
similar restraining process in 1929 with the
Child Marriage Restraint Act, later revised to
have the minimum age of a female be 18+
years and a male is 21+ years. But still, 27% of
girls in India were married before their 18th
birthday and 7% before their 15th birthday,
typically to men who were more than 20 years
old.

MIDDLE EAST:
The Middle East sees especially high child
marriage rates as well, with around 700,000
new child brides each year. Iran specifically
sets the minimum age for girls at 13+ and for
boys at 15+. With the chief judge and father’s
consent, children younger than 13 and 15 are
allowed to take part in marriage. Saudi Arabia
sees no official age requirements for
marriage, though young marriages have to
seek approval from authorities. Countries
such as Egypt and Algeria see relatively high
marriage ages but are often the sites of
unregistered underage marriages, an issue
prevalent in many other countries with high
minimum age limits.
LATIN AMERICA:
Child marriage in Latin American countries is
often discussed along with high tensions
present in these different countries. Many
countries such as Venezuela, Chile,
Argentina, and Guatemala set the minimum
age limit of marriage at 18, with parental
permission allowing those 16+ to get married
as well. This exception of allowing parental
consent to lower the minimum marriage rate
results in many child brides, especially
considering the gender stereotypes against
many Latina women.
EUROPE and NORTH AMERICA:
Though heavily condemned in the European
Union and the United States, these parts of
the world are not lacking child marriages
either. A blind eye may be turned to
developing nations, but child marriage is a
first-world problem as well. In 2017, Germany
adopted the 'Act to Combat Child Marriage'
setting the minimum age for marriage to 18+.
Spain has the age limit for marriage at 16+,
comparable to the age limit of many other
European countries.
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Though many countries’ legislation relating
to child marriage is outlined in this area, the
public response to this legislation may not be
ideal. The effectiveness of legislation depends
on the country as well, both of which should
be taken into account when planning on how
to address this issue.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
The end goal of this committee is to
effectively combat child marriage in
developed and developing countries using
practical and sustainable techniques.
Delegates representing both developed and
developing countries should seek
collaboration, as this issue does not
exclusively affect one or the other. Delegates
should pay attention to both the common
themes between contributing factors to child
marriage across nations, as well as tailor
solutions to individual countries or regions
with common conditions.
Given the substantial role that financial
insecurity plays in child marriage, it is
important to address it. It is key that
programs and initiatives be implemented to
spread awareness and to educate the
community members and families of girls at
risk of the true financial effects of the
practice. When looking at an individual
household, these effects include 9% lower
earnings for women who marry as children,
than if they had married later in life, which is
a direct result of girls losing out on education.
Additionally, because the groom, in such
child marriages, tends to leave the bride to
fend for herself and their children, the bride’s
family does not benefit from the financial
support that they often hope to receive from
the groom’s side. In the bigger picture of a
nation’s economy, overall wealth and
standard of living is reduced if women are
kept out of receiving a secondary, or even a
complete primary education.

This economic disadvantage of child marriage
must be emphasized if child marriage is to be
tackled at one of its core contributing factors
- poverty.
Due to the fact that each year of secondary
education reduces the likelihood of marrying
before the age of 18 by 5 or more percent in
many countries, improving access to girls’
schooling must be included in a solution to
child marriage. Both cultural and logistical
conditions refrain girls from a quality
education. Parents of young girls feel that
investing in their daughter’s education is a
waste of resources, both because it is not the
norm for girls to be educated and active
members of the economy, but also because of
the long distances and unsafety girls
encounter when going to school, and the lack
of girls’ vocational training, after primary and
lower secondary school.
Two examples that help convey the
importance of the intent of a program and its
effect on the people include Kanayshree
Prakalpa in the West Bengal state of India and
the Sahel Women Empowerment and
Economic Dividend project (SWEDD) in North
African countries. Both initiatives are
examples of acts that work on conditional
cash transfers which give money to
impoverished people under certain
conditions, either as aid or as incentives.
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These two acts display how to correct
incentivization can be truly key to the
effectiveness of legislation. The SWEDD
project is funded with $205 million and aims
to improve access to girls schooling through
incentives such as cash transfers if a family
meets certain criteria. The project also offers
reproductive, maternal, health, and otheroriented services, as well as incentives if a
family keeps their daughter in the program. In
contrast, the criteria of Kanyashree Prakalpa
include no requirement of minimum
educational qualifications.
Delegates, it should be made clear that the
effects on underage brides in child marriages,

are created from and result in poverty. This
means that these effects last through
lifetimes.
An uneducated child mother results in an
inability to obtain a well-paying job or a job at
all, causing the mother and her children to be
financially dependent on others. This often
leaves her children to be stuck in her same
plight of underage marriage. Existing dire
circumstances have been multiplied with the
dramatic increase of child marriages due to
COVID-19, and thus, it is imperative that
members of the international community act
as soon as possible to solve this problem.
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KEY QUESTIONS
In what populations is child marriage
most prevalent, both in the international
community and in your individual
country?
Is existing legislation regarding early
marriage with parental consent
contributing toward the issue? What can
SOCHUM propose to combat this
potential contribution?
What stance does your country take on
women’s rights? And how does your
country protect child brides and grooms
beyond an age limit for marriage?
How can solutions and strategies be
adapted to the local context of your
country? (Think about the specific
criterion for conditional programs, the

factor(s) that most contribute or help to
stop child marriage for your country,
challenges you can expect to face, etc.)
What form of economic aid/incentives is
best suited to your country? Will your
country have to look elsewhere for
financial assistance, and if so, where?
How has COVID-19 affected your country,
specifically in regards to child marriage?
Has your country implemented any
broader programs addressing
humanitarian issues - if so, can child
marriage become part of their iniatives?
(Consider whether their sources of
funding can be applied to child marriage.)
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