SOCIAL, CULTURAL,
& HUMANITARIAN
COMMITTEE
TOPIC BULLETIN

JIMMY LEE, CHAIR
DIVYASH SHAH, CHAIR
ZERLINA HUANG, MODERATOR

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Letters from Chairs ..................................................................
Jimmy Lee (Co-Chair) ........................................................
Divyash Shah (Co-Chair) ...................................................
Introduction .............................................................................
History of the Issue ..................................................................
Current Situation .....................................................................
Bloc Positions ...........................................................................
Possible Solutions ....................................................................
Key Questions...........................................................................
Sources .....................................................................................

1
1
2
3
4
6
7
9
10
11

JUNIOR ACADEMY MODEL UNITED NATIONS
- Sixth Annual Conference -

JAMUN IV
SECRETARIAT
Anjali Anbu

Director of Internal

Cara Hsiao

Director of Internal

Harnoor Sachar

Director of External

David Wang

Director of External

Maya Schonberg
Operations

Neha Vazarkar
Operations

Rochelle Xavier
Operations

Jeslyn Zhang
Operations

FACULTY
ADVISORS
Mark Kramer

Faculty Advisor

Christine Wallace
Faculty Advisor

JIMMY LEE (Co-Chair)
dohlee23@bergen.org

Hello delegates! My name is Jimmy Lee, and welcome to JAMUN
VI! I, along with Divyash Shah, will be your co-chairs of
SOCHUM. Whether you are an experienced delegate, or just
starting, my goal is to make this conference as enjoyable and
engaging as possible. To introduce myself, I am a sophomore in
the Academy of Medical Science and Technology. After enjoying
debate throughout my middle school years, I joined the Model
UN club here, where I further learned to persuade and
collaborate to reach solutions that all parties could agree on.
Since then, I have doubled-deled with Divyash, attending
conferences including YMUN, HoMMUNC, FairMUNC, and
AMUN. When I’m not researching and debating, I’m usually
reading, writing stories, playing the trumpet with my jazz band,
or watching Rick and Morty. The topic, namely the rights of
peoples with disabilities, is one that is complex, sensitive, and
very relevant to today’s communities. Therefore, I ask you all to
approach debate with respect, while maintaining the passion
and integrity of a delegate. That being said, enjoy yourselves,
participate, and do not be afraid to question ideas. Model UN
has already made a positive impact in my life and I have made
some of the most intelligent and funniest friends through it. I
hope that even after JAMUN you will attend conferences,
educate yourselves on current issues, stay curious, and continue
to debate for the betterment of society. It is people like you,
people who immerse themselves in this type of global
discussion, that ultimately reform the world. During committee,
please do not be reluctant to ask me questions, whether they are
about ParliPro or something more complicated. I wish you all
the best, and, once again, please do not forget to have fun.
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Welcome to JAMUN VI! My name is Divyash Shah and I will be
your co-chair along with Jimmy Lee for SOCHUM this year. I am
a sophomore here at Bergen County Academies in AMST
[Academy for Medical Science and Technology]. My first
encounter with Model UN was joining the club at the start of my
freshman year. Since the start of freshman year when I joined
the Model UN club I have found myself immersed into the
debate and global collaboration that comes with being a MUN
delegate. Model UN has become a very enjoyable part of my time
at BCA and I hope to share that passion with all of you during
our time in committee. In the past year, Jimmy and I have been
double-dels for 3 conferences. MUN has definitely expanded my
horizons in my year of doing it. Besides MUN, I am a soccer
player and also play the violin and guitar. I also watch Brooklyn
99 and The Office because they are amazing shows. Model UN is
a great way to meet new people while also practicing your public
speaking and teamwork. Whether this is your first conference or
you are fairly experienced, this year in SOHCUM will be an
exciting committee to be in. The topic of rights of persons with
disabilities is not simple and will require diverse novel
solutions. The topic is very engaging and takes into account
many nations' needs and considerations. This topic requires
deep debate and global collaboration to arrive at the best
possible solutions. Though I never got a chance to experience
JAMUN as a delegate, I can promise you that I will work hard to
make it fun and enjoyable from the chair perspective. If you
have any questions about Model UN, SOCHUM, or anything at
all, please reach out to my email listed above.
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INTRODUCTION
The United Nations states, "Everyone is likely
to experience disability at some point during
his/her lifetime because of illness, accident,
or aging." Disabilities are considered either
physical or emotional, but both affect the
normality of those impacted lives, specifically
a population over a 1 billion people or 15% of
the global population. Disabilities affect

TOPIC:
RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES

people from every continent in every nation.
Oftentimes, the rights of this group of people
have been neglected at every stage from local
to global. At the local level, transportation
insufficiency and education prohibition has
led to lack of basic human rights. Prejudice is
just as common as well, especially in nations
where there is a lack of education and lack of
representation on behalf of those who are
disabled. In under-developed nations, it is
oftentimes the case where disabled people are
chained or jailed. They are placed in
instructions to remove them from the public
front of the country. Those with disabilities
are stripped of their rights but still remain
invisible in their communities.
In terms of this topic that we are hoping to
discuss, disabilities are considered physical,
sensory, intellectual, or mental. All of those
disabilities have suffered persecution and
prejudice in the past and we are hoping to
find solutions to help them all. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was one
of the first initiations into the rights of those
with disabilities. In more recent times, the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities brought more awareness to the
problem. Many nations have no inclination to
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change and thus find no need to update their
laws. Many people with disabilities describe it
“like a death sentence.” Independent groups
like the HRW have started trying to make a
difference but the problem is still pertinent.
Delegates must look into the problem and
find their nation’s stance and use it to
collaborate with other nations to find ways to
solve the universal problem.

HISTORY OF THE ISSUE
Issues revolving around the rights of persons
with disabilities have existed since the
beginning of civilization; the way these
people were perceived has changed over time.
1000-1500: At this time, science and
medicine were not advanced, and
consequently many believed that disability
was a punishment for a sin or was the result
of being born on the planet Saturn. Others
thought that the disabled people were closer
to God and were suffering purgatory on earth,
instead of after death, and would reach
heaven sooner. Although persons with
disabilities did not receive any state
provision, they lived and often worked in
their communities with their friends and
family. Monks and nuns who believed that it
was their Christian duty to take care of them
did so. Disabled persons were provided with
food, clothes, housing, burtial, comfort, and

counsel. Over time, specialised hospitals for
physical disabilities were established;
Englad’s first mental institution known as
Bedlam was such a hospital. Almshouses also
provided a place for the disabled persons and
elderly to live.
1500-1700: As Henry VIII split from the
Roman Church, religious houses and hospitals
were destroyed, and the monks and nuns
living in them were driven out. For three
decades after 1540, there was no rebuilding.
After this time, wealthy families funded
buildings for disabled persons, and caring for
them became a civic duty, and not so much a
religious matter. In the late 1580s, a series of
Poor Laws were established in England,
punishing those who were capable of work
but did not work, while benefiting the
disabled persons in many ways including
regular allowances. During this time, the
Bethlem Hospital was the only institution for
mentally ill persons left. It continued to suffer
with financial issues. Disabled persons led
difficult lives, but they were not isolated.
Many mentally ill persons lived in their
communities, with religious, psychological,
and traditional help. Disabled persons were
able to marry and were active in the
workforce as long as their disabilities were
not too extensive.
1700-1850s: At this time, the previously-
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accepted correlation between religion and
disabilities was being challenged. New ideas
began to emerge on disabilities, and they
embraced the following three points: a person
with disabilities was suffering a misfortune, a
person with disabilities was not being sent a
divine message nor did they have a stronger
connection to God based solely off their
conditions, and a person with disabilities
deserved help and charity. Still, at this time,
the support for disabled persons remained a
religious and civic duty, and not the
government’s. As London rapidly grew in size,
more hospitals were built, including the Royal
Chelsea and Greenwich, which served
disabled soldiers and sailors. However, these
institutions were often seen as displays of
wealth and power, and therefore a movement
for voluntary asylum began. In response to
this moment, the Quakers in York established
the York Retreat. Soon later, a new English
institution, known as a private madhouse,
was established. Private madhouses were
normal houses that were focused on persons
with non-severe mental illnesses. By the end
of the 1700s, the first schools for “deaf, dumb,
and blind” students were created. In the
beginning of the 1800s, persons with
disabilities had their own homes and lived in
their communities. Marriage was not
uncommon, and they often supported
themselves financially depending on the
severity of their condition. They were also
found in all levels of society, ranging from
beggars to well-known artists. By the mid-late
1800s, the idea that people with disabilities
belonged in institutions was becoming
popular.
1850-1900: In the late 1850s, the growth and
development of institutions skyrocketed. The

English industrial revolution led to new
technologies and architecture, including
high-walled pauper lunatic asylums.
However, these were often built in rural areas
and were not places most people wanted to
live in. Persons with disabilities were not only
in institutions, however, but also in
workhouses. By the beginning of the 1900s, a
few hundred persons with disabilities were
living in 10 small charitable asylums, more
than 100,000 resided in around 120 county
pauper asylum, and 10,000 were in
workhouses. Society began to accept a
dangerous belief: providing financial relief to
persons with disabilities would encourage
laziness, and that the truly needy would be
helped only in workhouses, a place where no
one would be comfortable staying for an
extended period of time. At the same time, a
new type of medical professional known as
the alienist. At first, alientists thought
positively about institutions, believing that
patients could recover. However, by the end
of the century, they declared most patients to
be incurable. Patients who were labeled as
chronic and dangerous never left the asylums.
1900-1945: In 1930, a new idea, called the
idea of Eugenics, was introduced and quickly
caught on. Julian Huxeley, the chairman of
the Eugenics Society, wrote: “Every defective
man, woman and child is a burden. Every
defective is an extra body for the nation to
feed and clothe, but produces little or nothing
in return.” Many public figures agreed with
this idea and labeled persons with disabilities
as a threat to the health of the nation. In an
effort to “perfect” the human race (eugenics),
persons with disabilities were separated from
society. However, as disabled British
servicemen returned from World War I, this
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type of discrimination changed. Major
advances in plastic surgery and prosthetics
were made, employers were urged to employ
disabled workers, and new housing was
created for disabled ex-servicemen. Still,
disabled civilians were not free from poor
treatment. “Colonies” in rural areas were
established for persons with learning
disabilities. They were isolated from the
world and lived in villas that were cramped.
They were separated by sex, age, and ability.
As the 1940s neared, disabled children were
trained to do low-skilled work.
1945-Present: During World War II, mass
killings of disabled people occurred and once
again, many countries were faced with
hundreds of thousands of disabled soldiers. In
the 1960s and 70s, the civil rights movement
in the United States inspired disabled groups
to protest discrimination and inequality. As
the inclusion of disabled persons became a
hot topic, facilities that were made for all
people were created, with the “universal
design.” In 1948, the still-running Paralympic
Games began. Many were now critiquing
asylums, and works like One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest were written, shining light on
the conditions of these institutions. In the
80s, tens of thousands of disabled persons left
hospitals and returned to communities.

CURRENT SITUATION
Currently, 15% of the world population live
with disabilities. That is more than one billion
people who face constant challenges
regarding education, employment, housing,
transport, reproductive decisions, and other
rights. Governments have, and still are,
failing to protect these rights.

GHANA
Persons with mental disabilities in Ghana are
violated of their human rights in “prayer
camps” and hospitals. These people are sent
to institutions by family, police, and the
community, often by force. Ghana has ratified
many international human rights treaties,
those of which include the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD),
which was ratified in 2012. However, persons
with disabilities are still denied food,
medicine, and inadequate shelter; they are
abused physically and also forced into
unwanted medical treatment that is cruel and
often degrading. Ghana has reported that
they offered many programs caring for
persons with disabilities; however, there were
found to be only a few government-supported
mental health services. Even in these
programs, many are neglected completely.
That is not to say that the Ghanian
government has totally ignored this issue.
They have reduced overcrowding in state
mental asylums and passed the Mental Health
Act in 2012. The act laid out a concrete
procedure for persons with mental disabilities
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for the first time. Still, problems are still
present. There is no system in Ghana that
monitors prayer camps effectively, leaving
the patients in them still subject to abuse,
and the Mental Health Act still allowed for
forced admission and involuntary medical
treatment.

CROATIA
The children and adults with disabilities in
Croatia have been trapped in institutions, as
the “once you enter, you never leave” system
was put into place. In April 2018, the Ministry
of Demographics, Family, Youth, and Social
Policy promised to create and use a new plan
to support community-based life for persons
with disabilities in both private hospitals and
family homes. However, in May 2018, the
ministry reported that persons with
disabilities who required long and extensive
care would stay in institutions, where they
could be subject to the violation of their
rights. As of 2017, more than 7,800 adults and
children with disabilities have been in staterun institutions, another 2,000 lived in
privately run, but state funded institutions,
and many others were held in psychiatric
hospitals without consent. On May 21, the
Croatian government produced a draft of the
Law on Foster Care that would prioritize
putting adults with disabilities in foster care
while disregarding their consent.The Human
Rights Watch has said that this law can limit
persons with disabilities' interaction with the
ability and prevent them from making their
own decision.

RUSSIA
More than 13 million persons with disabilities
live in Russia today. Russia has taken

considerable steps in recent years to protect
the rights of these people; they have ratified
the CRPD in 2012. Russia has also executed a
multiple-year Accessible Environment
Program in 2011-2015, which involved federal
funding and support to increase access for
persons with disabilities to education,
healthcare, information, transportation, and
public services in many Russian regions.
Russia has also hosted the Winter Paralympic
Games in March 2014, and made efforts to
make doors, seating, and facilities accessible
to all persons with disabilities. However,
there is work that needs to be done. These
people face barriers on a daily basis, including
physical ones like the lack of ramps or
elevators, but also ones that take form in
discrimination by employers, doctors,
shopkeepers, and other members of society.
This has led to many persons with disabilities
to stay home with unfinished education and
only a small chance of starting a family or
being employed. Another issue that exists is
the inconsistency of Russia’s steps towards
betterment.

BLOC POSITIONS
NORTH AMERICA BLOC
In North America, especially in the United
States, disability rights are some of the best in
the world. However, they struggle in their
own way. In North America, many different
conventions have passed including the
CEDPWD (The Inter-American Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Persons with
Disabilities) or the UDHR (Universal
Declaration of Human Rights). These
programs have helped the lives of persons

7

with disabilities in the United States and
North American countries. However,
problems do arise for them on a daily basis.
Though they are considered citizens and are
granted the basic rights of citizens, their
problems come on the daily. They have
limited access to public transportation or
public events. However, the United States has
acted to provide close to normal lives.
Discrimination is provided based on
disabilities in education, the workplace,
public events, private housing, and granting
access to vote.

ASIA
Asian nations have made many advancements
in the past. Examples of this include the
Marrakesh Treaty, is an international treaty
with overwhelming Asian support that helps
grants those with reading disabilities the
opportunity to publish more books in ways
that are available for them such as audio or
braille. Continuing on this, in SouthEast Asia

it is quite common for polling stations to lack
access for those with wheelchair needs, which
essentially eliminates them from the electoral
process. Nations such as Vietnam and
Indonesia are changing this with new laws are
roots. It is often argued that most disabled
people are located in Asia. Many nations have
the same intent, to help those with
disabilities but few nations have taken any
action. UN subcommittees like the UNDP
have encouraged the promotion of these
rights in Asia and many treaties to help with
literacy and access to transportation have
been published. But without nations working
together, there will always be a gap between
the rights of those with disabilities and other
members of society.

EUROPE
Though this continent is the most
economically stable and strong, similar to
every other continent, they have struggled in
getting an equal playing field for those with
disabilities. For one, Europe struggled with a
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draft Additional protocol to the Oviedo
Convention that basically stated involuntary
medical hospital placement for those with
mental disabilities. Many nations publicly
disagreed with it and it wasn’t passed but this
bill created a major risk for disabled persons
and this raised major public concern as the
rights of those who are disabled were nearly
being put on the line with not much public
opposition by European nations. In 2019, the
FRA looked into the UN Disability Convention
and its effect on member states in Europe.
Only 4 nations made actual strides to fix the
imbalance in rights and some others worked
on public awareness to eliminate prejudice
against persons with disabilities. However,
progress is still good as by the end of 2018, all
EU nations ratified the CRPD [Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities].

SOUTH AMERICA
The variety of economically stable and
economically struggling nations in South
America creates a struggle of a blanket
statement. However, most nations have
amended or signed international protocol on
the rights of those with disabilities. Some
nations have refused to implement laws in
their own constitutions and thus the
population of persons with disabilities are
having many trouble with even obtaining
their deserved birth rights. Secondly, many
nations have issues with roads and movement
services for those who are physically disable.
This has often come to issues with funds and
lack of economical capabilities to build
infrastructure to help them.

AFRICA
In 2006, the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
affected Africa and played a big role in the

modernizations of their laws. One big part of
this was understanding the legal definition of
disability and applying that to all the
constitutions of African nations. However this
still hasn’t helped. Schools and other
education centers for those with disabilities
are funded by private organizations like the
Church. Government hasn’t given places for
those with physical or mental disabilities an
opportunity to study in the normal classroom
or seperate centers for them. Many councils
have been set up but this hasn’t helped in
nations such as Zimbabwe where sexual abuse
and physical harassmemet is common in
those with disabilities. It isn’t fair to say that
this is common among all of Africa but most
nations haven’t been able to address the
problem adequately and jobs are also limited
for these men and women who have to fend
for themselves on the streets. This is a great
problem as the estimated disabled population
in Africa is between 60 and 80 million.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
The end goal of the committee is to find
solutions to help those people with
disabilities. Those nations who have
neglected the problem in the past should be
encouraged to talk with other nations to fix
the issue. This means that if delegates hope
to solve the topic at hand then they must be
willing to collaborate outside of their
continent and talk to other nations in order to
understand the potential needs and concerns
of every nation. It is up to this international
UN committee and the delegates who are
representing it to unite the global community
by finding nations that need help and
connecting those to who can provide extra
aid.
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With the multitude of platforms online
available in today’s society, this should be a
key pillar for all nations in order to solve the
problem. Using social media, the internet and
other platforms to raise awareness about the
issues but also use it as a method to give
those citizens more control over what they
need. A big part of this would be able to target
the largest possible audience to raise
awareness too. Social media has some of the
most number of users worldwide and taking
advantage of this is important. Creating a
method where all nations agree and put up
messages can have a revolutionary impact on
the global community and definitely will
encourage change in smaller or in reluctant
nations.
However, don’t forget that there are also
many nations that don’t have access to the
internet. Over 52% of the world's populations
don’t have the internet. And as most disabled
people live in poverty, them and the people
they interact with will not always be
connected to the world through wifi.
Accounting for those with disabilities will be
very big. Considering that in many nations,
disabled people are prevented from even
voting or participating in census, their needs
and they are not even recognized on the
global level. They hide in society as people
who are the streets, scattering for their next
meal. Documenting where the rights are
already being abused and where prejudice or
denying of rights could come in the roles of
previously named UN ambassadors, the
development of UN Outposts in nations, or
through sub-committees.
Another big part will be finding where the
problems are often the most persistent and

allocating solutions accordingly. Whether this
is through scouting or other methods to
understand the disability population, it will
be important to understand which nations
need the most help, which nations are
avoiding the problem, and which nations are
trying. Clearly, as a global issue it hasn’t been
solved and this means looking at individual
nations to see in what regions the problem is
most severe. Delegates should look at the
problem as a UN member and look at
disability rights as a problem for the
government's different perspectives. This will
allow more understanding solutions to form.

KEY QUESTIONS
How can nations that don’t have
economical funds to improve society for
those with disabilities, still enhance
society without sufficient funds spent?
How has the rights of people with
disabilities been addressed and solved in
other nations in the past?
Why have nations found it unimportant to
not sign UN and WHO protocols to
improve the rights of persons with
disabilities?
How can agreeing on a universal
definition on the term ‘disability’ help
with resolving their right?
How can the General Assembly persuade
countries with different perspectives to
give more rights to disabled people and
not have them underprivileged?
Are there updates to the UN “A Guide to
Disability Rights Laws” that can be made
to benefit those with disabilities?
How can the UN Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities continue to be
enforced better?
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How can education and awareness play a
role in all nations in regards to the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities?
How can outside organizations with no
ties to government play a major role in
fixing prejudice against Persons with
Disabilities?
What can be done to ensure nations
recognize those who live with disabilities
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