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DISCLAIMER
These events took place in a time where
slavery and racism were rampant. That being
said, the time period that this committee is
set in is no excuse not to have respect for one
another and sympathy for those who had to
live through this time of discrimination. We
will not ignore what has happened in the
past, as it is important to acknowledge it.
However, we must acknowledge it in a way
that is kind to everyone. Any form of negative
language regarding race or one’s identity will
not be tolerated during committee. Thank
you!
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JAMUN IV
SECRETARIAT

SASKIA TROMMELEN (Co-Chair)
sastro22@bergen.org

Anjali Anbu

Dear Delegates,

Cara Hsiao

Welcome to JAMUN 2020 everyone! My name is Saskia
Trommelen. I am currently a sophomore at Bergen County
Academies and I’m in AAST (the Academy for the Advancement
of Science and Technology). I just wanted to let you guys know
how excited I am to be with all of you working on this
committee. I want you to trust me when I say we have all put a
TON of work into this conference by the time you're reading
this, but that’s not a reason to get intimidated or scared in any
way. I know you guys are all new to this so just hang tight and
we’ll all learn together.
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I’ve been doing Model UN for around two years now, I started at
the beginning of high school and my progress to get into it
wasn’t the fastest. I started with my own school’s conference
and to be honest it seemed really intimidating to me. As of
today, I’ve taken part in various conferences and even went to
YMUN, Yale’s Model UN conference, as of this year. This is my
first time being a chair, but I’m so ready to work with all of you
and have been dreaming to be a chair ever since I started out.
I’ve fallen in love with the topic and I’m honestly really excited
for you guys to get into it too. It’s been a lot of fun researching
it and coming up with all of the positions and I hope you all find
it just as fun. Just remember that there’s nothing to get
overwhelmed about and that you got this!
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like to welcome you all and I really hope you have fun being a
part of JAMUN. I think I can speak for all of the staff, chairs, and
secretariat when I say that we put a lot of effort into making this
conference the best that it can be. I’m aware a lot of you are new
to Model UN and I guarantee you aren’t alone in that.

Director of Internal
Director of Internal

Harnoor Sachar

Director of External

David Wang

Director of External

Maya Schonberg
Operations

Neha Vazarkar
Operations

Rochelle Xavier
Operations

Jeslyn Zhang
Operations

FACULTY
ADVISORS

This is my first year of doing Model UN and I’ve been a part of
HoMMUNC, AMUN, and FairMUNC. I was definitely a little
scared when I first started but I had a lot of fun. Hopefully, this
conference will allow you to learn more about how to be a
spectacular delegate so you can shine in all of your future
conferences too. Like Saskia, this is my first time chairing and I
can’t wait to see what you guys are going to be able to do. We
put a lot of thought and research into this topic and we hope
you guys will love it as much as we do. I look forward to seeing
everyone in action and having fun.

Mark Kramer

Faculty Advisor

Christine Wallace
Faculty Advisor
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INTRODUCTION
As you all know (since you found this topic
guide), we are operating in a specialized
committee, meaning it is different from the
sort of committees that you may have been
learning about since this committee doesn’t
exist in the United Nations. In terms of
procedure, it will still proceed as a General
Assembly, and it will be exactly what you’re

TOPIC:
THE CONVENTION OF 1836

used to except for the topic. You have all
received roles of people in the Texan side of
the revolution which was focused on
obtaining a victory at the Alamo as well as
obtaining independence for Texas from
Mexico during the Alamo (more details on
roles in Positions section). Many conventions
were held among the Texans in and around
the year 1836, which was an important year
for the aspiring nation; this is just one of
those many conventions.
This committee will operate most closely to
the likes of the Convention of 1836, a
committee of all of the American settlers in
the area agreeing to declare independence
against Mexico on March 2, 1886. While the
real convention was actually during the
thirteen-day siege of the Alamo, the date for
the convention has been moved back to
February 22, 1836, which is before the
beginning of the Alamo. As delegates, you
will be tasked to decide how to go about the
Mexican siege on the Alamo (which at this
point is in your control) as well as trying to
establish independence in the long run.
If this is still a bit confusing, I recommend
you go to the Current Situation in History
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section for more information on exactly when
and where the committee is taking place.
Our first and only topic is regarding the
Alamo and the Texas Revolution. Since this
topic revolves around different dates when
historical events took place, it is important to
know that the committee is taking place on
February 22, 1836, the day before the Alamo
started, when Sam Houston was warned about
the troops coming to attack the Alamo.
Although in history, this convention really
took place on March 2nd, 1836, this
committee is very focused on the Alamo, so
we wanted to make sure the delegates could
be based on people who participated in the
battle as well as people who were present at
the March 2nd convention.

Texans had declared their independence. The
main focus here is to discuss what should be
done to prepare for the battle and figure out
what the Texans should do in order to gain
independence (as during the real convention
the Declaration of Independence was formed).
Keep in mind that your delegates do not know
the outcome of the Alamo or anything after
February 22nd. The following will detail some
background information about the Texan
Revolution as well as the events that
happened in real life after the Battle of the
Alamo.

This convention took place at Washingtonon-the-Brazos, and by the end of it the
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TOPIC INTRODUCTION
Most of you have probably heard something
about the Texan Revolution at this point but
haven’t gone into too much detail in your
history classes. The Texas Revolution was a
time period consisting from October 2, 1835
up until April 21, 1836. In the span of this
year, American settlers that were living in
Texas at the time fought the government of
Mexico to become their own nation. This year
also held a lot of violence between the
Mexicans and the Americans, with many
battles taking place, one of these battles was
the Alamo.
The Alamo was a thirteen-day siege that took
place in Mexican-Texas from February 23March 6 on a building (called the Alamo) that
was occupied by Americans living in the
Mexican-Texas territory at the time.
American settlers had been allowed to live in
Mexico, and after Texans started to crave
independence, they began to rebel. They
seized San Antonio in 1835, and some US
settlers started occupying the Alamo as a fort.
Since Texans had shown rebellion in the past
and opposition to the new dictator (since
1834), Santa Anna, he besieged the Alamo
with around 1,800 troops. The Alamo, with
only 200 Texans to defend it, seemed to be
fighting a losing battle. The Texans defended
their territory for thirteen days on end and
ended up killing around six hundred people in
Santa Anna’s army. Although this may seem
like a miniscule battle where the Texans
simply lost, the Alamo became a huge symbol
for all of Texas in the years to come
throughout their efforts to be let go from the
Mexican government. For much of the Texas
War for Independence, “Remember the

Alamo!” became a major slogan for
motivation.
Besides the Alamo, you may also want to take
a look at other major events that occurred
afterwards such as the Goliad massacre or the
Battle of San Jacinto. It is also ideal to
research past battles as well such as the Battle
of Gonzales or the Siege of Béxar as you will
also be discussing how Texas should strive to
gain independence during this committee.

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC
The history of the Alamo really starts in the
age of the American Expansion, or America’s
push to move westward. During the American
Western expansion, America’s farmers in the
south decided to expand their claim of land,
just like the northern farmers had done with
claims over the Oregon Territory and new
pathways into the Midwest. Their decision
was largely agriculturally motivated, as the
southern United States was an area based
around farming and they needed more fertile
land in order to keep up.
However, the south encountered a problem
that the north did not. The land they wanted
to claim was already being controlled by
Mexico. Mexico had just recently obtained its
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ndependence from Spain from 1810-1821.
Despite this land being theirs, Mexico was
actually rather cooperative with the Texans
and allowed settlers from the United States to
move into the territory for years as
immigrants. Since the Mexicans living in the
territory were hesitant to move into the
territory that the settlers wanted, they
allowed a large number of American people to
move in. However, although they were
allowed to immigrate, Mexico’s hospitality
was short-lived once Santa Anna gained
control of Mexico as a dictator. After years of
living in Mexico, the Texans decided to
declare their independence, which was
preceded by a number of bloody battles
(including the Alamo).

REASONS FOR INDEPENDENCE
There were quite a number of reasons for the
Declaration of Indepence, as the Americans
did not share the same policies and ideals as a
lot of the Mexicans. One main issue was
slavery, which was seen as a necessity by
many Texans at the time (due to their
southern roots). They had been utilizing
slaves for years for farming purposes in the
south and because they were essential for
cultivating the land they wanted to use, they
brought the slaves with them into the
Mexican land and refused to give them up.
The problem with this was that slavery had
been illegal in Mexico for years. Despite this,
the Mexicans begrudgingly allowed Texans to
retain their slavery under a different name,
“indentured servants.” Even though the
Mexicans allowed this, most Texans still
believed that Mexico was going to try to take
away their slaves (which posed a very real
threat to them), leading most of them to side
with the idea of independence.

Aside from the issue of slavery, Texans felt no
connection to Mexico. Culturally, they had no
ties to Mexico and were really just Americans
that happened to be living in Mexican
territory for agricultural reasons. Due to this,
there was no loyalty between the Mexicans
and Americans, making the Americans
(Texans) rather suspicious of Mexicans and
their intentions. The Mexicans and Americans
not only spoke different languages, but
Mexico had Catholic roots tracing back years
upon years while Americans were generally
Protestant at the time. The tension created by
differences in language and religion only
added to the Texan’s motivation to claim
independence.
Aside from the issue of slavery, Texans felt no
connection to Mexico. Culturally, they had no
ties to Mexico and were really just Americans
that happened to be living in Mexican
territory for agricultural reasons. Due to this,
there was no loyalty between the Mexicans
and Americans, making the Americans
(Texans) rather suspicious of Mexicans and
their intentions. The Mexicans and Americans
not only spoke different languages, but
Mexico had Catholic roots tracing back years
upon years while Americans were generally
Protestant at the time. The tension created by
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differences in language and religion only
added to the Texan’s motivation to claim
independence.
The Mexicans had also abolished their 1824
Constitution, which favored state rights,
something Texans were desperate for. Once it
was abolished, meaning Mexico favored
federal rights, Texans became increasingly
unhappy. Independence in Mexico also fell in
line with Manifest Destiny, an American
notion where they were convinced of their
right over western land. While Andrew
Jackson did not publicly support the bloody
efforts of the Texans in their work for
independence, he secretly encouraged it,
giving more incentive to become
independent.

EFFORTS TOWARDS
INDEPENDENCE
From the years 1832 to 1833, Texans held
conventions with one another often in
response to a reimposed tariff on the Texans
as well as banned immigration of Americans
due to the number of Americans in Texas
growing. The immigration ban led to the
Anahuac Disturbance of 1832, nearby
present-day Houston. The Anahuac
Disturbance was the one of the first times an
official riot occurred between Mexicans and
Americans. It kickstarted the Texans’
movement and encouraged them to become
its own state (meaning it would still be part of
Mexico but as a separate area with a few
different laws).
The conventions that were held soon after led
to a petition to the Mexican government
asking for a suspension of this tariff; for

separation from Mexico which would make
Texas become a state in the territory; and for
the ban on immigration to be lifted. Stephen
Austin, the founder of Texas, ended up taking
this petition and presenting it in Mexico City,
where they agreed to lift the ban on
immigration but didn’t agree to much else.
As stated before, the Texans had many
reasons for independence, one being the
dictatorship of Santa Anna. In 1836, he
abolished the 1824 Constitution, replacing it
with the Seven Laws, which reconstituted all
states in Texas as districts for the military and
put the territory in the control of the rich,
ruling Mexican aristocrats. Santa Anna was
not a fan of the American settlers in Mexico
and was known for his violent methods. The
repeal of Mexico’s constitution was the
turning point of the Texan’s Declaration of
Independence and they were dead set on
becoming a separate country altogether. The
Declaration of Independence was presented
on March 3, 1836, signed by 59 delegates,
each for each settlement in the Texan area.
However, the Mexican government was not
ready to give up their Texan territory and it
would take strategy and many battles until
Texans finally won their independence as a
country on April 21, 1836.
Once Texas gained its independence, it took a
couple of years for the United States to annex
the country as a state. The government was
hesitant to let the new state in over slavery
issues, and it took until December 29, 1845,
for Texas to gain statehood in the United
States.
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THE ALAMO
The Alamo was highly regarded by Texans as
the story of an underdog. Although it was
only one of the many battles that were fought
during the Texan Revolution, it was perhaps
one of the most significant. On February 23,
Santa Anna marched his troops into San
Antonio to the Alamo, a thirty-three foot high
church made completely of limestone. He was
met by an estimated 167-187 men and 20
cannons organized by the Texan army, with
Col. William B. Travis leading, as well as a
militia, conducted by Col. James Bowie.
Although they were heavily outnumbered, the
Texans insisted on holding their ground
against Santa Anna’s forces. In an act of what
the Americans viewed as heroism, all 200
participants died, but they managed to take
down a third of the immense Mexican forces
that Santa Anna had thrown at them.
There are many stories from the siege on the

Alamo that made their way into American
folklore. For example, on March 5th it is said
that Travis declared that staying at the Alamo
meant certain death as he drew a line in the
dirt with his sword. He then invited the men
who were willing to stay to cross the line with
him, and almost 200 men agreed to stay and
fight. Many of these stories of self sacrifice
carried on with Americans throughout the
Mexican-American war, so it is important to
understand how pivotal a battle the Alamo
was, and how the outcome of the battle could
drive America for years to come.
It is important to keep in mind that many did
not approve of this battle, even if they did
approve of the independence movement.
Some thought it was a losing battle from the
beginning and urged troops to abandon the
fort. Despite people who disapproved, the
Alamo went on to become a driving force for
the Texans, and they used motivation from
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the battle to eventually win their
independence.

POSITIONS
SAMUEL HOUSTON
He was born in Virginia and became a very
successful lawyer, congressman, and Senator
for the state of Tennessee. As of 1832, he
moved into the Mexican territory of Texas. He
went on to become the leader of the local
army, eventually going on to defeat Santa
Anna on April 21, 1836, during the battle of
San Jacinto. He personally carried a petition
for the rights of Texans to Mexico City, and
he was imprisoned for eighteen months
because of his opposition to the Mexican
government. Due to the effort he made
fighting for the independence of Texas, he
was voted president over the newly formed
country in 1836 as well as in 1841. Although
Sam Houston fought for Texas bravely, he was
dead set against the defense for the Alamo.
He wanted to destroy the Alamo and have all
of the supplies and men consolidated in a
place with more troops. He believed it was a
waste of effort and that the fort would be
impossible to defend without cost in too
many lives and supplies.

WILLIAM B. TRAVIS
William Barret “Buck” Travis was the Texas
commander at the Battle of the Alamo. Born
in South Carolina, he moved to Texas for a
new start after failing as a lawyer and
newspaper publisher. He continued his work
as a lawyer in Texas defending slaveholders
and those who sought to recapture runaway
slaves in Anahuac. Favored by the Texans, he
garnered fame and support through rebellious
acts considered heroic against the Mexicans.

Though he missed the Battle of Gonzales and
the Siege of San Antonio, he was a dedicated
rebel and was a militia officer with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel by the Siege of San
Antonio. He was ordered to reinforce the fort
and the defense was centered on the Alamo,
an old mission church in the center of town.
Travis managed to gather only 40 of the 100
men he was ordered to collect, paid them out
of his own pocket and arrived at the Alamo on
February 3, 1836. Travis is known for his
letter from the Alamo describing the situation
he and his men were in. This document
written on February 24, 1836 is arguably the
most famous document in Texas history.

JAMES BOWIE
James Bowie was born in Kentucky and then
moved throughout the South until he ended
up in Texas in 1828 after killing a man in a
duel. He became friendly with the Mexican
vice governor, assumed Mexican citizenship,
acquired land grants, and married
Veramendi’s daughter. The restrictive
Mexican legislation interested him in the
Texas revolutionary movement. He became a
colonel for the Texas army and joined Colonel
Travis in the defense of the Alamo. Though he
was ill and too weak to actually fight during
the siege of Alamo, he remained dead set on
defending the town.

DAVID CROCKETT
He was deemed “King of the Wild Frontier,”
and is known as a prominent American folk
hero. He fought in the War of 1812 alongside
Andrew Jackson, and he even had plays
produced about him in New York. After a
rocky political career in Tennessee, he moved
out to Texas. He arrived at the Alamo with
thirty men, who were valuable sharpshooters
and swore his allegiance to the Provisional
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Government of Texas in exchange for land.
Although he died in the Battle at the Alamo,
his status as a hero was preserved for years to
come.

JUAN SEGUIN
Juan Seguín was born in 1806 in San Antonio.
His father was a strong political ally of
Stephen Austin. He was also a harsh, liberal
critic of Santa Anna’s dictatorship in Mexico
in the 1830s. He served as provisional mayor
and led a band of Tejanos (Hispanic residents
living in Texas) against Santa Anna’s forces.
Juan fought for the first few days of the
Alamo, but was soon sent out to rally more
men and gather provisions. For this reason,
he survived and went on to become a greater
supporter of the Republic of Texas. He was
disappointed once the revolution concluded,
however, as many settlements attempted to
dispel Tejanos (Texans of Mexican descent).

GEORGE CHILDRESS
He was the main contributor and author of
Texas’s Declaration of Independence as well
as a prominent lawyer and politician. He
traveled with Robert Hamilton to the United
States in order to receive recognition for the
Republic of Texas. He was a very important
figure during the convention (as a chairman)
and he is renowned as the primary author of
the document. He based his writing of Texas’s
Declaration of Independence off of many
aspects of the American Declaration of
Independence.

LORENZO DE ZAVALA
He was a huge advocate for Texas
independence, and soon went on to become
the Republic’s Vice President under Samuel
Houston. He was a Tejano (a Texan with

Mexican descent) physician, politician,
diplomat, and author. He helped draft the
Federal Constitution of Mexico (which the
Texans were in favor of) that Santa Anna
abolished in 1836 before he became an
activist for the independence of Texas.

SUSANNA DICKINSON
She was one of the most famous women of
the Battle at the Alamo. She moved to Texas
with her husband in 1831 and lived in
Gonzales with her infant daughter, Angelina.
Her claim to fame was being one of the very
few survivors of the battle. She was escorted
out of the building by Mexican officers,
shaken, while she was carrying her infant
child. She was the wife of a well known soldier
named Almaron Dickinson. In this committee
she is not only representing herself, but she
may also share or argue for her husband’s
view on independence as well as the Alamo,
as she represents him as well.

ROBERT HAMILTON
He was one of the first signatories of the
Declaration of Independence and was sent
along with George Childress to the United
States on March 19, 1836 in order to receive
the recognition for the Republic of Texas. He
was also a very wealthy man (the wealthiest
man to sign the document), and was brought
to the Convention of 1836 because of his
wealth, expertise, and connections. He owns
plantations, mills, as well as several other
industries.
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JAMES B. BONHAM
He was William B. Travis’ second cousin and a
second lieutenant in the Texan cavalry. He
came to Texas in 1835 and wrote letters to
Samuel Houston to volunteer his services.
Houston took a liking to Bonham and he was
recommended for major in very little time. He
was a well-known soldier who fought and died
in the Battle of the Alamo. He delivered a
letter to Travis during the battle from Robert
M. Williamson (a major in the cavalry) that
urged him to hold out and defend the fort. His
life was greatly romanticized after his death
in defense of independence.

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN
He is revered as the “Father of Texas”, and
was singlehandedly the reason that the
Mexican government was willing to repeal the
ban on immigration into Texas. He tried his
best to make affairs work out between the
Mexican government and the American
settlers and he had success in doing so until
roughly 1927. Although he wanted the
Mexicans and Texans to coexist, he soon
realized at the Revolution of Gonzales that it
wasn’t a possibility. He started to give
speeches as of 1835 for Texan independence
and acted as a coordinator to the United
States. He gathered support and eventually
worked towards the annexation of Texas.

JAMES FANNIN
He was a prominent military leader, although
he did not fight in the Alamo; he fought in
Goliad and led rebels in the massacre. He was
in close communication with Samuel Houston
and took his orders seriously. He was also in
the middle of most of the battles and all of
the action, which started with the Battle of
Gonzales. Additionally, he helped gather

support for the independence movement and
became a huge supporter of Texans.

RICHARD ELLIS
He was an American plantation owner, an
important politician at the time, as well as a
judge in the state of Alabama. He was the
president of the Convention of 1836 and was
the one who appointed George Childress, as
well as other authors, to draft the Declaration
of Independence. He later organized the
convention that would be utilized to draft the
Constitution of Texas and served as a senator
for the Republic of Texas later on. He was a
fierce supporter for independence.

MICAJAH AUTRY
He was an American merchant and defender
at the Alamo. He started his military career at
the age of 18, when he enlisted in the War of
1812. By the year 1823, he set out for Texas,
motivated to aid the independence struggle.
He had ties with Davy Crockett as well as
Samuel Houston by the time of the Alamo. He
died during battle, but his letters sent and the
stories told by his family lived on, making him
well remembered.

DAVID G. BURNET
Burnet lived in Texas since the year 1815, he
served as an interim (or a temporary)
president for the Convention of 1836 in which
the Declaration of Independence was written.
Even in the times of great civil unrest, he was
able to maintain reasonable order. He was
known for being rather conservative and
reactive to criticism. He also served on other
conventions during his political career and he
became the second Vice President of Texas.
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
As in any General Assembly, a delegates’
stance on a topic depends on what role they
are put in. Depending on which Texan you
have received, you have to find out their
personal stance on Texan independence, as
well as the Alamo. Some may believe that the
Alamo was a waste of time, and they might
draft a resolution that excludes the Alamo
from it and orders troops to consolidate for
the Battles of San Jacinto. Other delegates
may whole-heartedly believe in the Alamo as
a cause, and they might draft a resolution to
defend it to the very bitter end.
Regarding the Declaration of Independence,
some delegates may favor certain aspects
being put into the document over others. One
delegate may favor complete separation from
Mexico while another may want to maintain
some form of diplomatic relations. Go ahead
and experiment with your character, do some
research, and form some arguments that you
think your delegate would approve of.

KEY QUESTIONS
If you were really in the shoes of one of
the people who decided the fate of Texas,
what would your first plan for action be?

What did Texans stand for at the time?
What was important for them to include
in the Declaration of Independence?
What did they actually put into the
Declaration of Independence? Would you
include the same topics?
Was it really worth it to defend the
Alamo, or was it too costly?
Would you mimic what was done by the
people defending the Alamo or would you
perhaps take a different route (i.e. trying
to gather more people or weapons)?
If Texans hadn’t defended the Alamo,
what effect would that have on Texas in
the coming years through their
independence if they couldn’t “remember
the Alamo”?
How is the symbol of the Alamo still
present today?
What are some preparations that should
be made for future battles that the Texans
are going to have to face?

RESOURCES
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ns/
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y/remembering-the-alamo-101880149/
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