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JUNIOR ACADEMY MODEL UNITED NATIONS
- Seventh Annual Conference-

LUIGI AIELLO (Co-Chair)
louaie24@bergen.org

Hello everyone! My name is Luigi Aiello and I’m so excited to be
chairing for you in JAMUN. I’m a sophomore in my school’s
engineering academy. I am fond of public speaking and debate
which led to me joining MUN. I loved it enough to want to chair
for a bunch of middle schoolers so that you too can partake in
the international debate. No need to thank me, it’s implied. I am
a gamer, find acting incredibly fun, and also love anime, so I just
want to reiterate that us chairs are human beings too (blinks
horizontally and slithers away). We hope you learn from your
experience over the conference, have some insightful debate,
and most importantly of all, have a great time! 

Luigi Aiello, Chair, UNDP
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DREA CHAKRAVORTY (Co-Chair)
drecha24@bergen.org

Heyyo! I’m Drea and I will be chairing this committee with
Luigi. I’m a sophomore at BCA and I’m part of ABF (the business
academy). I got into Model UN this past school year and because
everything was virtual, I had the opportunity to attend many
conferences (one of the few far and between blessings of being
virtual haha) but this’ll be my first time actually chairing a
conference, and I have to say I am very excited. I love learning
languages and right now I’m learning Japanese (spurred on by
my immense love of anime) but I also know Bengali. I like
writing, watching anime, singing, playing piano, and
psychology.

We’re super excited to be chairing this committee.
Deforestation and habitat destruction have such wide-reaching
effects affecting us, the animals, the environment, and the
planet itself. There are many ways you can approach this topic,
from litigation to education and much more. I look forward to
seeing what you come up with!

Good luck and see you soon!
Drea Chakravorty, Chair, UNDP



The United Nations Development Program
was originally two separate committees. It
started as the Expanded Program of Technical
Assistance (1949), a program dedicated to
combating poverty in underdeveloped nations
and diminishing wealth disparities, and the
United Nations Special Fund (1959) which
similarly was dedicated to recovering the
economic growth of poorer nations. The two
combined in 1965 to become the UNDP. The
UNDP is dedicated to fighting poverty,
protecting the planet, and implementing new
programs into both developing and developed
nations 

Trees and forests are some of the most useful
resources on earth. They provide oxygen,
reduce greenhouse gases, provide shelter, and
more when they are alive. However, for
human use, they can be chopped into lumber
and take up space that could be used for other
purposes. This has led to humans removing
trees from forests and therefore disturbing
the balance of ecosystems reliant on trees.
This practice is called deforestation. 

Deforestation leads to many issues for the
areas where it occurs, primarily the
displacement of suitable habitats for many
local wildlife species. This habitat destruction
can and has led to endangerment and even
extinction of species.

TOPIC: 
DEFORESTATION AND

HABITAT DESTRUCTION

INTRODUCTION
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It can be seen in history how, as human
civilization grew, so did deforestation rates.
Early deforestation was done to croplands to
sustain the people. Most deforested areas
were deforested long ago to form croplands
and pastures. 

Measuring this type of deforestation can be
very difficult today. Identifying cattle
pastures in North America and Europe is
relatively easy, as these are large and can
support numerous animals. Humid tropical
forests and drier tropical woodlands that have
been deforested are harder to identify, as
these only support small numbers of animals
and can be considered grazing lands by local
authorities, but not always so. 

These croplands are examples of permanent
deforestation. The trees will not grow back
because the land is crucial to the food
production of the people. However,
deforestation is not always permanent; it may
be transient and the trees may grow back.
There was major deforestation in the
Americas until 1870; after which,
conservation efforts started to make an
impact, and trees started growing back. Half
of North America was deforested by then, and
almost all of that land had been deforested at
least once since European settlement in the
1600s.

LOGGING: 
Once people started to explore the world
around them, the need for wood became
increasingly more important in order to build
more ships. This was the catalyst that sparked
the advent of the logging industry. The
definition of logging is “(the) process of 
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harvesting trees, sawing them into
appropriate lengths (bucking), and
transporting them (skidding) to a sawmill”
(Britannica). Timber was essential for
building homes as well, and as lumberjacks
earned money, related trades started
springing up, such as woodworkers and
builders. By the 1790s, Europe had been
exporting 360 million feet of pine boards and
around 300 ship masts annually.

With the logging industry came those who
were willing to exploit it. Thus, illegal logging
was born. Defined as “the harvest, transport,
purchase, or sale of timber in violation of
national laws,” illegal logging has many
effects, which include but are not limited to
harm to forest ecosystems, loss of
biodiversity, contribution to crime and
corruption, and inhibiting economic progress.
In countries with large forests (The Amazon,
The Congo rainforest, etc.) illegal logging
makes for 50%-90% of all forestry activities,
according to the International Criminal Police
Organization (INTERPOL). Illegal logging also
brings down lumber prices, to the point where
if illegal logging were to be completely
stopped, the value of U.S lumber products
would rise around $460 million annually.
Countries where illegal logging continues to
be a problem include but are not limited to

HISTORY OF THE ISSUE



Cameroon, Indonesia, Brazil, The Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Myanmar,
Papua New Guinea, Ghana, Peru, and Laos.
The top consumers of illegal logging include
China, India, Japan, the United States, and
countries within the European Union (EU). 

THE TRANSAMAZON HIGHWAY:
One famous and major case of mass
deforestation was the attempt at building the
Transamazon Highway. Brazil planned this
2,000 mile long highway to cut through the
Amazon rainforest, thus opening rainforest
land to settlement by colonists from the
north, where droughts were becoming severe.
They also planned to exploit the tree and
mineral resources to maintain their booming
economy. Settlers would be given a lot of 250
acres, a salary for six months, and ease of
access to loans as long as they settled along
the highway and converted the surrounding
land into cropland. Settling each family would
be expensive for a developing country.

Problems arose as soon as the project began.
The Amazon Basin’s sediments made the
highway unstable and flooding was abundant
during heavy rains, which blocked traffic and
let crops rot. The crops themselves were not
of high quality and the harvest was abysmal
because forest soils were quickly exhausted,
requiring new forest to be cleared every year.
Erosion spiked in cleared areas, and many
colonists, not being well versed in finance,
found themselves drowning in debt. The
environmental costs were more severe, as this
scheme accelerated the rate of deforestation
in Amazonian countries to never-before-seen
heights.

EXTINCTION: 
As deforestation progresses, the habitats of 
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many animals are continuously destroyed,
forcing them into less desirable places. Many
species have gone extinct or have become
extinct in the wild due to this. One such
species is the Helena Redwood. Endemic to
the island St. Helena in the South Atlantic
Ocean, the last one died in 1950. This plant
faced many threats, which included logging
and wood harvesting as the island was settled.
Another such case was the Hawaiian crow,
now also extinct in the wild. Loss of canopy
exposed the bird to dangerous predators.
Deforestation also increased erosion and the
spread of invasive plants and diseases. This is
a direct connection to the reason behind this
bird’s extinction: disease.



PAST ACTIONS:
During the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
the United Nations created the Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and
Degradation plus Pro-forest Activities
(REDD+). This program has been incredibly
successful by offering financial incentives to
nations that are beneath the limit of trees
removed. The developing nations create an
action plan first showing what they intend to
do with the money and how much
environmental impact it would have, and
then developed nations fund them.
Additionally, Mexico implemented a similar
program that also incentivized environmental
preservation called the Payment for
Environmental Services program. This was
mostly funded through volunteers in Mexico,
but was also fairly successful.

In regards to logging and importing wood, the
U.S. has numerous laws meant to curb illegal
transactions. If a tree is listed under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA), importation of
the species can be regulated and banned, and
in most cases, a permit is required. Wood can
be listed simultaneously on the ESA and the
Convention on the International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna
(CITES), which classifies species by how trade
affects them, so the U.S imports of wood
listed on CITES is regulated based on the
status of the species. If any of these acts are
violated, the Lacey Act is invoked. This Act
makes it illegal to import and/or plant
products that were harvested/processed
violating foreign and/or domestic laws. This
powerful Act is often considered the U.S’s
primary policy mechanism. In addition, if a
law is broken, civil and criminal penalties may
be issued to the company. There are also laws 

that address illegal logging indirectly, such as
the Tropical Forest Conservation Act (TFCA),
which authorized debt-for-nature
transactions. This means that debt can be
“restructured” in some countries, and funds
from the transactions are used to fund
programs to protect the forests in the debtor
country. Many countries use these funds to
monitor logging activities, such as Peru or
Brazil.

Other countries and regions have laws similar
to the Lacey Act, such as the EU or Australia.
The EU in particular has the Forest Law
Enforcement, Governance, and Trade Action
Plan, or FLEGT. This outlaws illegal timber
from being placed on the EU market, and only
timber clearly marked legal can be imported
in. 

CHANGE EFFORTS BEGIN: 
The environmental movement today is a
direct consequence of concerns raised in the
late 19th century about the protection of the
European countryside and the American
wilderness, along with others. The dominant
social policy at the time was liberalism, which
maintained that all issues should be solved by
the free market. This included environmental
ones as well. Early environmentalists argued
that it should be the government’s
responsibility to protect the environment and 
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The situation today is much better than years
ago thanks to the efforts made by
environmentalists. However, it is far from
perfect.

With deforestation being practiced despite
restrictions, many ecosystems are in danger
of being wiped out. Notable among these is
the Cerrado savanna in Brazil. This vibrant
place houses an astonishing 5% of the world’s
living species. Deforestation for economical
and agricultural use is putting these species
at risk of being displaced and becoming
endangered or extinct. 

The FAO currently estimates the
deforestation rate to be around 1.3 million
square km per decade. Many different types of
forests are being cut down, and the
differences between them are often arbitrary.
This leads to estimates differing in different
sources, making it difficult to grasp an
accurate assessment of the situation.

Today, a major contributor to deforestation is
slash-and-burn agriculture. Practiced mainly
by small-scale farmers, this practice involves
burning the land to clear it and planting on
the newly fertilized soil. However, the soil
would lose fertility fairly quickly, so the
farmer would move on to burn more land.
This contributes to ongoing deforestation,
and new forests cannot rise from the soil left
behind because it is unfertile. However,
sometimes fire is used to clear the land for 

CURRENT SITUATION

permanent oil palm plantations. Other
activities that can contribute to deforestation
include commercial logging as discussed
earlier and clearing land for cattle ranches
and plantations of economically valuable
trees. Out of all the tropical rainforests left on
the planet, the Amazon rainforest is the
largest. 5,000 km of it is at least partially cut
down annually, and fires burn an area around
half of the above listed.

Despite this, there is increased awareness of
the problems and consequences of
deforestation, and trees are being replanted
in efforts around the globe. There are
differing reasons for this replanting, however;
some replant for ecological restoration while
others replant for future logging efforts.

COUNTRY POLICY
Each nation has a reliance on trees in both
their living and felled states. This can vary
largely based on the wealth and the location
of the country.

NORTH AMERICA: 
The United States and Canada are both
nations that benefit economically from
deforestation, as they have a large lumber
trade. However, they are of the mindset that
the forests must be protected, causing a
stalemate between those two ideas.

EUROPE:
Currently, European nations are leading the
pack when it comes to slowing deforestation.
Due to government campaigns and the
implementation of techniques like
agroforestry, planting trees to bolster soil for
farming, they have improved the most in
recent years. However, there is always still
room for more improvement.

bear the consequences rather than the
market’s. Environmentalists were mostly
middle-class lobbying groups who were
concerned with many issues, from wildlife
protection to pollution.



ASIA:
For most Asian nations, economy, while an
important factor, is not the main motive of
deforestation. Rather, it is the demand for
more agricultural land to support growing 
populations. Efforts to curb deforestation are
being made; however, many South Asian
countries recently have not backed a plan to
conserve ⅓ of Earth’s lands and oceans by
2030, which could prove to be problematic.

AFRICA:
These nations contribute the least to climate
change, housing the world’s 2nd largest
rainforest, in which lies 60% of Africa’s
biodiversity. However, their deforestation
rate is 4x faster than the world average. They
are working to protect forests and the local
communities that rely on them. The African
Wildlife Foundation has been a major factor
in this effort.

MIDDLE EAST:
The Middle East is one of the more barren
locations in the world. They do not have
many forests due to constant warfare, arson, 
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
Being a multifaceted problem that varies by
nation, your solutions should be applicable to
all types of nations. Will you focus more on
legal or illegal deforestation being stopped?
Or will you put effort into protecting the
animals in specific? Your priorities should be
curbing deforestation and ensuring that the
animals will have stable, lasting habitats.
Depending on the bloc’s needs, you may have
different, yet simultaneously beneficial
solutions to other groups’. 

In addition, some countries may have a
significant portion of their economy
dependent on deforestation efforts, so it is
crucial to know where your country stands in
terms of that and add economic solutions to
your papers. Funding is very important.
Consider potentially incentivizing companies
to keep their forests intact.

and intentional logging. Due to this,
numerous animals have been displaced, but
there is not much being done to protect them.



KEY QUESTIONS
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Raising awareness of the issue is never a bad
idea, and there are many creative ways to go
about doing so. Having a database clause
could also be helpful to track deforestation
rates or other aspects of your solutions. There
are many animals being displaced right now;
you should come up with creative ways of
helping them. In a topic such as this,
creativity in how you approach the problem is
crucial.

What is the leading cause of deforestation
in your country?
What current restrictions does your
country have against illegal loggers?
Does your country have any key historical
events centered around deforestation?
Is stopping illegal loggers more of a
priority than stopping legal loggers?
Why?
Does your country place a greater
emphasis on curbing deforestation or on
saving currently displaced animals?
How will loggers earn their livelihood if
there are heavy restrictions placed on the
practice?
Is it possible for a single plan to be able to
save all the damaged ecosystems?

Are some damaged ecosystems
beyond saving? Are some species
beyond saving?
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